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One BLOW more at the Foundation of 


Infant Baptiſm, and Church-Memberſhip. 
CONTAINING 


cal Text of Holy Scripture, M AT. 3. 10. 


Preached, with ſome Additions. 
Wherein is ſhewed 


that Circumciſion appertained not to the Coyenant of 


Grace, but to the Legal and External Covenant God | 


made with 4braham's Natural Seed, as ſuch. 
TOGETHER 


| With an ANSWER to Mr. Fohn Flavel's laſt Grand 


Arguments in his Yindiciarum Vindex, in his Laſt Reply to 


as to what ſeems moſt material. 


FART EL 


|By BENZAMIN KEACH,, Paſtor of 2 Church of 


Chriſt, meeting at Horſly-down, S outhwark, | 


Rom. 9. 7. Neither becauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are they all Chit 
Ver. 8. That is, they which are the children of the Fleſh, theſe are 


Gal. 4. 24. Which things are an Allegory, for theſe are the two Covenants. 
Gal. 3. 29. Andif ye be Chriſt”s then are ye Abraham's Seed. | 


— HE 


john IÞarris at the 


Tf 7 fi! [ 


| 


An EXPOSITION of that Metaphori- 


[Being the Subſtance of Two SERMONS lately | 


| 


| 


That God made a T wo-fold Covenant with 4brabam, and | 


| 


Mr.Philip Cary. Alſo to Mr. Rothwell's P edo-Bapti ſmus vindicatur ; | 


>. 


and are to be fold by| | 


EN T fr entered on this Text, Fa did » not intend the Publication of 
* the Sermons ; it was not at all in Thoughts : ut after I bad . 
F "ys d Two of them, I was hott ſolicited by Sow, ro doits 
FE bs , which, at ia To Iconſented to do. Vet, = ana ſome of the Arguments 
r that: T'w Wa Gamenan God made with Abratiam, being before Pabliſh'd, 
s Aphver to Ver rkit,- T was at- a ftand im my __ it : Net meet- 
#:John Fl: avells Vindiciarum Vindex, being (as be ſays) a full An-- 
dlip Cary*s Exceptions- x0 his Vindiciz: legis & Fxdoris, rogerber 
atiſe; wrote by Mr. Rothwell, called, rot Baptiſmus indi- 
tus, 7 % lord (if the Bookſeller would "Fake the C ) ro pigtaer it to pub-. 
* Jith jew, -90 Perſon raking kny notie' of either 0 "thoſe late Treatiſes, by 
Mena ere bois ſorpnch ond 6 wry Pie, Teng 
BB Ww&r neceſ/ar = met and: Detett the ſeeming Force of bis chief Arguments; 
-: _ | o th fb AX I. fear bis FVriting's on that Subjett, may do 
#7 the Tr rib, urge -© eu ſuch gracious Perſons reception of it, who are: 
3 be informed, _ he on a'\Men of great Parts, Learning, and ( I 
ove ) of For, by ſad Experience, T perceive ſome People build their Faith- 
© and Belie frees ant Baptiſm, - on 'the Credit, and great Veneration they bave of 
SG wy it, ſaying, How ſhould ſuch Men be Miſtaken? which is a 
- nod Argi . pg a great Reproach it is to ſuch Perſons : | For their Faith, it 
© fees, Band: inthe Wiſdom of 62d net inthe Power of God, or certain Te 
 femong. of bis holy Word God may, Reader, for *ſome Reaſons known to him- 
” fel, bide this and ſome Truths, from ſome of bis faithful Servants, may be, as a 
j; Rebuke to them for their over-valuing of humane Learning, and to the People too 
P27 ptr tbe Tike account ; though the Knowledge of the Tongues I efteem in its place, 
Bm. Fs, could 21jh, if the Lord jaw it good, all Goſpel yay coy had the Knowledee © 
£ bat Solſh ch Languages ;- but , (as the Apoſthe ſays) God- hath choſen: | 
{> th&1 of the world, to confound:the wife, x Cor. r. 27. - And. 
__ 4things | 4c things that are deſpiſed hath Godchoſen,, yea, things that | 
- Ie. fg ARE, ver. 28, That 70 eſo ſhould Gly: 
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| enefits and Mercies, granted FL the Promiſe, in this.order, are, and muſt | 4 o 
© ſuſpended by the Donor, or Diſpoſer of them,. until it be performed : | ſuchia Cons © 
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©onable Thing, to require a Condition of a Covenant of one, that we know hath no-: * © 
**Srrength to perform ut.. If a Rich Man ſhould offer an Eſtate- of Yooo li s Tear - *® 
**70 & pbors Man,. that be knew was not: worth a Groat ,. provided be. fetched? _ - 
"him 20" I. of, bis. own Money, this At would be reckoned a mocking and ridigns-"*> 
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Anfer, 130, SE ErRE 
of Alan Dolivize do Jore Men preach ! "tis time, indeed, 
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is the Root of Abedharn Covenant, which this People much, 
that is it of which John the Baptiſt ſpeaks, Now is the Ax 
| oot -of the Trees, &c. This is ſpoken in Mat. 3. 9. after be 
a Think noe<o fay within your ſelves, we have Abraham to our 

wher, wer.8; So that all thee they bad in Abraham's Covenant, 

| 25 oa by me they have no Root 


e that we have "ew woah tho" the Lord 
- Sb cut ws off fr uſneſs of our Parents, —_ of his 
ox FR ts. \ drone fa, Þ TE os ofthe Mai f Treay of the 
Gov. p, 177, aith, It is of t 0 the Bap- 
""-_ whi h IN and left them neither oot of Abraham's 
bY t; nor the Branche: f their own good Works, He a. them off 


pendinrof Abraham ; and ſo by cutting them off from the Root, he 
"vere from 10 ground to truft to, ) Pag. 2I, 22. 

> oP hope, if this * nyt of for and our Arguments, mn the enſuing Trea- 
Ae; 10 wiſe and impartial Perſon will fid' there is any ay grand for Anh ro plead 
, "Joriifung Baptiſm, from the Couenant God made with Abraham. T ſhall ſay no 
' +> nore, bar lhwve what I have ſaid to the Bleſſing of the God of Truth (who'is coming 
. Jorth to ſhalt all falſe Foundations and States ; yea, both Heaven and Earth, that 
be ſhaken, may remgin) and reft 7 Crone in the wark of 
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And now alſs the Ax is laid to the Root of the Trees, every Tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth good Fruit; is hewn down and caſt 


into the Fire. 


HIS Text is metaphorical ;. there is no great difference 
between a Metaphor and an expreſs Similitude ; and for the 
better underſtanding the Mind of God therein, I ſhall | 


I. Open the Scope and Coherence thereof. 

2. Explain the Parts and Terms theresn contained, 

3: I ſhall obſerve ſome Points of Dofrine reducable there-from. 
4. Shall improve the Whole by way of Application. 


Firſt, From the Scope and Coherence of the; Place, *cis evident, that 
7Zobn Baptiſt endeavours to take off the Jews, particularly the Phariſees and 
Sadauces, irom the external and legal Covenant God made with Abrabam 
and his Fleſhly-ſeed, or Off-ipring. See werſ. 7. Bur when he (aw many of I 
the Phariſees and Sadduces come t0 his Baptiſm, he [aid unto them, O generation of 
Vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the Wrath to come. _... a 


Hif orians tell us, That there were Three more eminent Religious Se&s 
amongſt the Jews, the Firſt were called Eſenes, of whom we do not read 
in the Holy Scri » their main Do&rine was Fate ; they ( /ay our Ar- 
norators) aſe all Things to it.. Secondly, The. Sadduces were direly op- 
poſite tothe Eſenes, they aſcribed nothing to Fate, but aſſerted the Liber- 
ty and Power of Man's Will, in the moſt largeſt Sence, or in the extra- 
ragant Height ; they denied the Immortality of the Soul of Man, the Re- 
furreQion, Angels, &c. All which, the Phariſees owned. See AZ. 23. 8: 

The Phariſees, were outwardly a very Zealous fort of People ; and, 
tho' they were-tainted with that. falſ& Opinion of the Freedom of Man's 
Willco do. Good, yet they; aſcribed much tothe Providence and Grgce of 
God ; they were lnterpreters of the Law, and ſeparated themſelves from 
others ; they ſpent much time in Faſting and Prayer: 1. They held, ne- 
verthelefs, a Righteouſneſs by the Works of the Law, by which they 
__ they were juſtified and - accepted of God, and ſo fumbled at the 

tumbling-Stone, Rom. 9. 32. 2. They gave a very corrupt -Interpreta-. 
| of the Law. 3: They held many un-written Traditions of equal 
force with the Law of God. - by- which means, they made void the Com- 
mandments of Gad: 4. They were a mere wn 4 ſort of Men in 
their Practices, being very fſtri&t and zealous for the ſmaller Matters of 
the Law, and neglected the weightier Things thereof. 

| Whether Phariſees ws; Sadduces came” with an intention to. 
be Baptized, or only out of Curioſity, is hard to be reſolved, ſince: 
bg ws » They rejefted the Counſel of God againſt themſeboes, being not Baptized 
y John. 
£ » however, ſharply treates. them both, calling them @ Generation of 
pers, a fort of Serpents, of whom *tis ſaid, they make way. incor. the 
through the Bowels of their Dam. It may be upon this Account, he 
_ gave them that Name, or fo called them, who thought through the Bow- 
els (as I may ſo ſay of their Anceſtors) or being the Seed of Abraham, or 
_ the OF ſpring of Godly Progenitours, to come to Heaven ; who hath war- 


med you to flee from the Wrath to come. What is-the Reaſon that you come to- 


my Baptiſm ? Whereas ſome+ of you think there is no Reſarre&ion, no- 
Heaven, no Hell, no Angels, nor no Spirits; or, you, who think you are. 
fo Righteous, as you need no Repentance, and fo need fear no wrath'to- 
come, From whence comes this to paſs that you ſeem to fear, or tobe 
afraid of future Wrath, and the Vengeance of anangry God ? Bring forth 
therefore Fruits meet for Repentance, Ver. 8. 

© come now and put your ſelves among the crowd of Poor Sinners, and 
Godly: Penitent Perſons ; Repent of your falfe Docrines you have caught ;. 
Repent of the corrupt. and wicked Notions and: Opinions you hold, and- 
of the-Vain and Hypocritical Lives your have led, and*think not that a bear 
{ Profeffionof this will do neither ; for you mutt bring forth Fruits of true: 
; Repentance, 14 nord of true Holinets, frem a thorough change of Hearrt- 
OW - at miſt bc ought ; + ver hs . 
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(3). 

-But, (as if herſhould ſay) I know your Thoughts, 'T have heard whats - 
Belief you are of, you think you are in Covenantwith God, and fo are 
fedorally Holy, and in a ſaved and ſafe Condition, -becauſe you have Abra- 
ham to your Father, you coriclude, that Covenant God made with Abra- 
ham, and his natural or fleſhly Seed,” was the Covenant of Grace; and. 
ſo the Promiſe is ſure to you: And therefore, he adds, wer. 7. And thmk 
ot to ſay within your (elves, we have Abraham to our Father: For I ſay unto you, 
that God is able of theſe Stones, to raiſe up Children to Abraham. : 

You promiſe good to your ſelves, becauſe you are the natural Off-ipring 
of believing Abraham, you reſt upon. your Deſcent from him. 'The very 
ſame Plea we tind they made to our bleſſed Saviour, Fob. 8. 33- We be 
Abraham's ſeed; and were never in Bondage to any Man. | How ſayeſt thou, yee 
ſhall be made Free: We were neverunder the Bondage of Sin, as others are 3 
that Covenant made with Abraham being the Covenant of Grace, weare 
thereby ſer at Liberty, and no Man ſhall by his DoQtrine make us believe 
the contrary, we are a free People, in reſpe& of our Souls and ſpiritual 
Privileges, (for they could not mean otherwiſe, becauſe they had often 
been in Bondage to Men, in reſpe& of external Liberty and Freedom: 
Firſt to Pharaoh King of Egypr,. and then to Nebuchadnezzar, and now 
were ſo in Bondage under the Romans) 1 know (faith our Saviour) that ye 
are Abraham's Seed, according to the Fleſh: They were his Off-fpring ; bur 
that was no ſpiritual Advantage to them, tho' it did give them Right to le- 
gal Privileges and Ordinances under the Law, yet it ſignify'd nothin 
now, it would not profit them under the Goſpel Dpanſaony they m 
be the ſpiritual Seed of Abrabam, and do the Works of Abraham, andl 
walk in his Steps 3 which they did not, and therefore the Lord Feſus told 
them, werſe 44.. Ne are of your Fat her the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father 

ou will do. | | 

- John Baptiſt, intimates the ſame thing, when he-called them a Genery- 
tion-of Vipers; tho* they intituled themſelves to the Covenant of Grace, 
(like as ſome do now a-days) upon that, in Ger. 17. extended to Abra- © 
hams Seed, as well as to banſels and concluded, they were Members of 
God's Church, then on Earth, and eould not therefore be deny'd any- 
Privilege, or Ordinance, thatof Right belonged to Covenant Childrens 
But this great Prophet knew how blind and deceived they were, notun- 
derſtanding, -that there were two Covenants made with Abraham, and al- 
ſo a Two-told Secd (wiz.) a Carnal or Natural, and a Spiritual Seed-; they 
thought that Promiſe of God, made with Abraham, muſt be made of none 
Effect , if they ſhould not be-owned or allowed tobe the Seed of Abraham; 
but, ( faith the Baptiſts) God is able of theſe Stones, to raiſe up Children 
to Abraham. If he ſhould turn Stones into Men and Women, who have 
Abrabam's Faith, they - would be certainly the true Seed of Abraham, and 
-not ſuch as they were, tho? they pomrally proceeded from his Loins, ac- 
<ording-to the Fleſh ; or, God could of the Genciles raiſe up Children to,- 


(4) 

Abraham, and fo make good his Promiſe to him, who faid, 7 thy ſeed 

#ll the nations of the earth be bleſſed. | wa 4g 

_ And nowfarther to convince them, and fo to take away, for ever, all 

their _— and Pretences of Right to Goſpel-Ordinances, and Church- 

Memberſhip, by vertue of the Covenant made with Abraham ; or, from 
the Conſideration of their being his natural or fleſhly Seed; he inthe words 
I firlt read to. you, fays, And now alſo the Ax is laid to the - Root of the 
Trees, therefore every Tree which bringeth forth not good Fruit, is hewn down and 
caſt into the Fire, verl. 0, 

New, this zow referrs. to the time here in this Place, ſometimes it referrs 
to the Matter or Occaſion of what is ſpoken, Now the Ax is laid to the 
Root of the Trees 3' whatever is meant by the Root of the Trees, this is cer- 
tain, the Ax was not till now, or until this time ſo'laid, or thus laid to the 

- Root; We cannot underſtand what the Holy Ghoft intends hereby, un- 
leſs we obſerve, and well conſider the Scope and Coherence of the Text, 
which do's. clearly unfold the whole drift and purport of the 'Bap- 
tits. He ſhew'd them before in the Context, that their Plea to Goſpel 


Obz. - All the ſeed of _ "ly were taken into covenant with God, and all 
that ſprang from his loins, were members of the wifible Church 5 and had right to 
the external rites, ordinances and privileges thereof. 

Anſ. This Fobn Baptiſt ſeems to grant, -;. e. That it was fo from Abra- 
ham's Time untill theſe Days, or under the Law or old Covenant-Diſpen- 
faction ;- they had, he denies not,” a Right to Jewiſh Church-Memberthip, 
and Legal Ordinances : Bnt-what of that, Now'the Ax is laid to the Root of 
the Trees; (that is, as Abraham was the Root, or- common Covenanting-Fa- 
ther, as concerning the Fleſh, out of which Root, all the Jews, his natu- 
* ral Off ſpring, fprang; and, upon which Foundation, tiiey and their 
- gpatmural Church-State was founded: Yet, now the Ax is laid to this Root, 
- *® 4s Fothis Covenant, z. e. Fhe egal, or external Covenant made with 
* Abraham; and down mult the Buiiding fall, when the Foundation is re- 
| moved z down goes the Trees, when the Root (out of which they grew) 
- B cut down. So much as to the Scope and Coherence of the Words. 

Secondh, IF ſhall explain the Terms and Parts of the Text : 

b. Shew farther hat is meant by the Root. : 

2. What is intended by the Trees. 

3. What is meant by the 4x. 4 

4. What 6 laying the Ax to-the Reot of the Trees, and by cuiting down. 

5. What by toe Fire, and caſting into the Fire. | 


which the Tree and Branches iftand and, you - and tis from hence, from 
Th the Jap iſts makes ule of the 


PE, : omg: good nor pleadable, 3. e. We are . Abraham's Seed; they | 


Fir » By the Root is. meant, that which bears upthe Branches, and oN-- 


Words and Expreflions, Now: 


(*5:) 


the Root, whereof the ſpeaks, (as T conceive) 'was that Covenant God 


made with Abraham, his natural Seed, or Off-fpring ; which Cove- 


nant did, in a myſtical Senee, as clearly bear up the National Church'of 
I'rael, and all the Frees; z, e. Members 'or Branches-thereof, as a*com- 
mon natural Root doth the Free, or Trees that grow* one of it. 

2. 'And as by Rcot may be meant that Covenant made with Abraham, 
and his natural Seed, (from whence the National Policy, and Church of 
the Jews fprang,- and was born up, and from whence it grew and was to 


abide) untill the Goſpel Diſpenſation came in, and was eſtabliſhed; fo al- 


fo by the Rooz may be intended the-Foundation of all their Hopes, Con- 
fidence ,. and outward Privileges : For that, oor (I mean the natural 
Off-fpring of Abraham) had great Confidence in'the Fleſh, by means of 
that legal or external Miniſtration they were, under, cannot be denied, 
and had many outward Rights and Privileges alſo, above all People then. 
in the World ; andif fo, (I mean if this be granted, which I am ture can- 
not be demied) then it follows there was ſome Roor, Ground, or Foundation, 
which they had, and'upon which they built, and laid Claim to thoſe out- 
ward Feclefiaftical and Civil Rizhtrs and Privileges ; and that the Ground” 
Root, or Foundation-of all this, was that Covenant 'God made with 4bra- 


. bam and his natural Seed, is appatent to allwho are nor willingly Blind; for 


before thoſe Covenant-Trandtions with Abraham, we read not that the Peo-- 
ple, from whom Abraham ſprang, regs Gee Rights or Privileges gran- 


red tro them, and what outwart* Privileges God promiſed them afterwards: 


by Moſes, *tisfignify'd t\Uivers Plates ro be upon the Account of the Cove- 
nant made with 4braham, &c. Andaccording to the exat Tine, told by 
the Lord to Abrahzm, God brought his naturat Seed*arit of ther Land of- 
his, from the Scope and Coherence of the Words,” therefore I muſt: 
affirm, is Primarily, and Chiefly intended: by: the Ruor of the Trees in: 
this Place: Bur, | | | — uh 
Thirdly, By Roet, in a more remote Sence, may be meant the ſtate and* 
ſtanding of every Ungodly, Unbelieving and Impenicent Perſon ; ler their: 
Hopes, Expe&ation, and Confidence, be what it will, if he. be not a: 
good Tree, a Believing and True penitent Perſon, his Root, or Founda-- 
tion on which he builds, let it be what it will, cannot fecure him, for dow: 
he muſt go with all his vain Hopes, Works, ExpeRation and Confidence: 
whatſoever with him, Fir now 1s the Ax laid to the Root of the Trees. 
Secendly, By Trees are meant Men and Women, but chiefly: the Seed of? 
the Stock of Abraham, according to the Fleſh 5 of whom the National 
Church of the Jews was made up, and did confift ; as alſo, all wicked 
and unbelieving Perſons whatſoever, who embrace pat. che Offers of 
Grace, in the Goſpel, or believe not in Jefus Chriff. For , as the 
Church of God is compared to a good Tree, and godly. Men, in parti- 
, are called YOOU . Trees - a0. 15. the. aduiteratecd 3140 vu 4 Tv OS 4 4 
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Jews, .compared to an evil Tree; and wicked. and 


ungodly .Perſons, -cal- 


led, Evil and corrupt Trees: Yet it might be here noted, that they are in 


.this.Place compared to .Frit Trees, tho' to fuch that bring-not forth-goad 
Fruit, as ( by the Prophet) the Fewh Church is compared to a Vine, 
and an Olive Tree, tho' the brought forth ſowre Grapes, Ta. 5. 

Thirdly, As to the Ax, we all. know. an. .4x is that Inſtrument nſed 'by 


Men to cut down Trees, . at the Pleature, or..for : the Profit of the Owner 
..thereof; by the 4x here, may be intended divers:Things, by which God 
_ may be ſaid ro cut down impenitent Sinners, or unfruitful Churches, or 


Bodies and Souls of Men. - For cutting down may refer, 
yk. To the Souls of Men, &C. 
. 2. To their outward Rights.and Privileges. 
23- To their Bodies and Souls both, 
_ -4+ To their external, fleſbly and corrupt Church State. 


Firſt, To the Souls of Sinners, which is. done by an A& of God's Ju- 
ſtice, when he cuts them off, frem profiting by the means of Grace, giving 
; them ,up to. unbelief and. hardneſs of Heart :, Aqd thus he in Judg- 
ment.dealt with the Jews. | 

2. By: giving them up .to.blindneſs of Mind,:when they have Ear, 
and hear not,; Eyes, and ſee not ; Hearts, and underſtand not ; God utter- 
1 vos 7 to.a ſeered Conſcience,. or gives them up to their own 
Heart's ' Luſts, and to. walk in their- own Counſel. Then they, in 


-'F ref pect of their Souls, anay be ſaid.to be cut down in Wrath for ever. 


-. 3. Or, when he takes away the. Kingdom of God from them, z. e. The 
:Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. Therefore ſhall the Kingdom of Heaven be takes 
"from you, and given to another People, &C. | 

Secondly, It may referr. to the cutting down their Religious and Civil 


Rights, -and Privileges. 


1. When God takes away all the external and fpiritual Immunities, Blef- 
+4, hp Favours, a People once enjoy'd. | 
"LY __ more preached to them, no Miniſtess to preach it, the 
Hedge of Prote&tion and Preſervation pluck'd up, and ravenous Beafts 
tertin to devourthem ; like as God threatned the National Church of 1- 
xael, Ta. 5. The Sun to ſhine upon them no more ,, nor the Clouds to 
rain upon them. This is a diſmal cutting down. "Oy 
. Thirdly, Their Bodies left to be deſtroyed by mercyleſs Enemies, or cut 
own:-by Eamine, .or Peſtilence, .as this very People were dealt with, 
vhen God brought in the Romans upon them, and their Souls cut off for 
their final Unbelief and Impenitency. | | 
| It may referr to the cutting down of their Church.State , Sa- 
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thrown, and angther People, another Seed, and more ſpiritual Church, 
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this People, z. e.- the Church of the Jews alſs, they were broken off, or cut 
down, and the Gentiles. were grefted in, as the Apoſtle ſhews at large, 
Rom. 11. 

The Ax, by which they are cut down, may be, 

Fir/#, The Diſpenſation of God's Providence, or Time ;z Time is pictu- 
red with a Syrhe; butthen Man is compared to Grafs, but it may. be pictu- 
red with an Ax, fince Men are compared to 'Trees ; a Sy is no fit Inſtru- 
ment to cut down Trees : Men, as you have heard, are here compared to 
Trees, and when once the Time's ſer for the Jewiſh Church to ſtand, or 
abide in the World, was expired, Time, or the Diſpenſation of God's Pro- 
vidence, like an Ax, cut it down for ever; and ſo will the prefixd. Time 
appointed by the Lord, when *ris come, even cut down at the Root, zhe 
bloody Idolatrous Charch of Rome, when the Beaſts 1260 years are expired, 
down ſhe ſhall go with Vengeance ; and unleſs Time lays 'The Ax at her 
Root, and at the Root of all other Corrupt and National Churches, there: 
will be no. cutting them. down, nor will there be any, then able to fave 
her or them: the ſtanding of all Humane. and Eccleſiaſtical States and 
Conſtitutions, are determined by the Almighty, who works all-Things. 
according to the Counſel of his own Will. : 

2. The Axalfo may referr to the Goſpel: The Word of God is an A» 
to hew and ſquare ſome Perſons for God's ſpiritual abng, and to cut 
down others = as Trees that are Rotten, and bear no good Fruit, There- 
fore (faith the Lord) I have hewn them by the Prophets 3 and what follows, 
mark it, I have ſlain thens by the words of my Mouth, Hof. 6, 5, The Word: | 
of God cither kills or cures; 'tis either a pens of Life unto Life, or the ſa- 
viour of Death unto Death, 2. Cor. 24 16. Like as. Sweet-Meats are toſome 
Pleaſant and Comfortable, and to others Pernicious and Deadly: = 

The Abuſe of Goſpel Grace cut the Jews down, and fo it willall others 
who ſlight and contemn it; the Word. either ſoftens, or hardens, like as+ 
the Sun, who ſhining on the Wax, itſoſtens that ; but ſhining on the Clay, 
it hardens that. When the Word comes in Judgmeat, then *tis like an A. 
it the Hand of God's Juſtice. I find one. Learned. Man. ſpeaking thus on< 
this Place, wz.. © The Word of God, which is a ſpiritual Ax, cutteth.. 
* down ſpiritually Wicked Men, and Hypocrites, like rotten and barren: 
© Trees. This is it,, which is elſewhere meant by plucking up, deſftroyi 
* hardening, &c. Some, ( ſaith he ) expound this, not ef piritual Judg- 
© ments, threatned in his Word againft impenicent-.Sinners, but of the. 
© Power of the Romans, which were the Inftruments of God, to deſtroy . 
© utterly the. unfaithful. and wicked Generation of. the Jews. The - 
"_ is ( ſaith he) the.beſt Expoſition, but I conceive it may.reterr to - 

oth. 

3. The Ax may refer to Men, whom God makes uſe of, as Inſtruments - 


in his Hand, to cut down and deſtroy a Wicked and Coe ror 
ple : Hence. wicked Rulers and Kings, whom God xailes -up .as | 
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ments in his Hand, to'chaftiſe and cut down a rebellious People, are called 
© His Sword, and the Rod of bt: Wrath and Indignation, Pſal. 17. 14. Ariſe, O 
b Lord, diſappoint him, caff him down, deliver my Soul from the wicked, which is 
Z thy is of And thus-the Afhrian were an Ax in God's Hand, to uſe, 
' _ aShe pleaſed, and the Romans afterwards, to the Jews likewiſe. 

Moreover, God's Iſrael is called his Ax, Thou art my Battel-Ax, and Wea- 
pos of War ; with thee Twill break in pieces the Nations, and with thee will I 
deſtroy Kingdoms. God's People, in the laſt Days, which are now very 
.hear, ſhall be his Ax, by whom, as Inſtruments in his Hand, he will de- 
ftroy Babylon, Fer. 51. 20, 24. And Twill render unto Babylon, &c. all the 
evil they have done to Sion, in your ſight, ſaith the Lord. Reward ber as ſhe hath 
rewarded you, double to her double. Rev. 18. 6. Give her Blood to drink, for 
SF Td is worthy. The Stone cut out of the Mountains without Hands, fhall 
E- & to pieces all the Powers of the Earth, that oppoſe Chriſt's Kingdom, 
- 6x, that in the way of its Eſtabliſhment, Dar. & 34. 44- 

4: By theAx, may in the general be meant God's Wrath, however it is, 
or may be execnted, or upon whom ; Wrath will ſooner, or later, cuc 
dqwn alt the Ungodly, both falſe Churches, and tyrannical Powers 
> Hoy Earth, and all who continue in Unbelief and in Rebellion againſt 
; * The laying the Ax to the Root, diſcovers the final Fall and Ruin of Sinners, 

whether conſidered-as a Church; or as particular Perfons, dig up or cut 
Jy the Root, and down falls the Bedy and all the Branches of the 
TEE: | 


- Fifthly, - and Laftly, Therefore every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, 
ſhall bebewn down Os wie Fire. Now he draws a neceſſary Inter- 
. rence and Concluſion from the Premiſles. | 
. .* Every Tree, thatis, every Man and Woman, or every Corrupt Church, 
 _bethey who they will, either Jew or Gentile, —_ or Chriſtian, 
if nor Plants of God's planting, if not Fruitful to God, if they Anſwer 
- Not his Deſign and End, if they bring not forth good Fruit, they ſhall be 
- '* hewn downand caſt into the Fire of external and eternal Wrath ; a Fire 
 - faith the Cird, is kindled in my anger, and it ſhall burn to the Ioweff Hell. Wrath 
ceaſes, and ſhall ceaſe on them here ; bur at laſt they ſhall be caſt into Hell- 
xe, where the 101m dies n6t, and the fire is not quenched, Mark. 9. 46. 
- x. -The Words being thus opened and explained, I ſhall take notice of 
two or three Points of Doftrine. 


-z. Dot. Now the Diſpen(aticn is changed, to be of the narural Root, or of the 
- Nartwnal Church of the Fews, or the Seed of Abraham, according to the 
Fleſh, as ſuch is no Ground of Church-Memberſhip ; or, *tis no Argument to 
be admitted into the (Goſpel Church, or to Goſpel-Baptiſm. | 
2. Dot. Now in the times of the Gefpel God is, and will be, ſevere with all 
_ © ungodly, uumbeliety;ng” and impenitent Sinners he ffrikes at their Root, at the 
£4 Rbor of all their Hopes, falſe Faith, or fleſbly Confidence whatſoever. 


(9) | ; 
. Tis the firſt of theſe Propoſitions I ſhall in the firſt place inſiſt upen. 
and as I may be enabled, explain and proſecute amongft you ; but the 
Time being near gone, let me now with a brief word or two, conclade 
.at this Seaſon, 
I. Caution. Take heed on what you build yonr Hopes of Juftification + 
and Salvation, what is that which bears up your Spirits : for if you ,: 
are Trees that grow not out of the teue root, Jeſus Chriſt, and the Cove- #4 
nant of Grace ; if you have not Union with the Lord Jeſus, or are not 
built on that Foundation, or Corner-ſtone God hath laid in Sv, down 
you fall ; for now the ax is laid to the Root of the Trees. k 

2. Enquiry. Is not Morality a civil and honeſt Life, Doing to all as you would +? 
be done unto, the Ground or Foundation of your Hopes ? Do you build 
upon this? if it be fo, tremble: remember Chriſt ſaith, Excepr a man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Joh. 3. 3. C 

If you have no other Ground of Hope, but from your own Moral Righ-.. 
teouſneſs, when Death comes with his Ax, down you will go, and be caft 
into the Fire. 

3. Conſider, All you prophane and ungodly Ones, what is that which 
bears your Hopes up, what do you build upon; is it not on the mere Mer- 
cy of God, or Death of Chriſt : God (ſay you) is gracious, ow ro anger, 
and we therefore have Hopes, and do truſt to that : Chriſt dyed for Sin- : 
ners, &c. You ſay right, God is mercifull 5 but what then, will you there- 
fore preſumptuoufly go on in ungodly and wicked Courſes, oh! know he is : 
Juſt as well as gracious, and will in no wiſe clear the guilty. Exod. 34. 7. Except 
ye repent therefore, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luk. 13. 3. 5. Shall the Good- * 
neſs of God, which ſhould lead you to Repentance be thus evilly impro- 
ved ; 4. e. to ſtrengthen your:Hands, and encourage you to ſin againſt him, 
and provoke him? 'Tis I fear with you as Solomon ſpeaks. Eccl. 8. 1x. Be- * 
cauſe Semance againſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of 
the ſons of men are fully ſet in them to do wickedly. ; 

Chriſt *tis true, dyed for Sinners, but you fave no True Faith in- him, he 
dyed to ſave Sinners from their Sins, and that they might live to him. See 
my Text, now the Ax is laid tothe Root of the Trees, if you believe not on {+ 
Chriſt, if you are not made new Creatures, x Cor. F, 17. the Ax will cut 
you down, and that with Vengeance, and Wrath will at laſt caſt you into. * 
the Fire : you muſt learn to know the way of Salvation, and how the Mer- 
cy of God ſhines forth in a Mediator : Chriſt hath ſatisfied his Juſtice, and ? 
by him you muſt -come to God out of Chriſt, be is a conſuming fire. Abuſed 
Mercy, O Sinner! will be turned at laſt into Fury ; except you obtain am 2? 
Intereft in Jeſus Chriſt, you are undone; for the Wrath of God ts revealed- 
from Heaven again(t all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, Rong. 1. b 
'. 3- Orareyou fri hevons Perfons ? Do you build on your own Righ- ; 
teouſneſs, like the Fews and hypocritical Phariſes 5 you, may be, think you 

States Good, becauſe you are not Swearers, Drunkards, 8c. may be, you ® £ 
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* read, pray, and hear Sermons, and give to the Poor, and" do much good': 
but if you build your Hopes of Heaven on theſe. Things ;- down this Ax will 
> cut you allo: Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes , 
| and Phariſes, you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth, 5. 20, 
; nay, you muſt be found in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, all ours is but dung, 
| Phil. 3. 8, 9. you muſt ina word, bring forth good fruit, every Soul of you, 
; er periſh, and this you cannot do, till your Hearts are changed, and fo you 
| become good Trees : make the tree good, and then the fruit will be good ; an e« 
wil Tree cannot bring forth good fruit, 8c, all Works of unregenerate Perſons, 
- yea their Religious Duties, are but dead Works, not good fruits, nor can 
* they bring forth good Fruits, unleſs they are planted by Faith into Jeſus 
| Chriſt: nay, I muſt tell you that Goſpel-Holineſs will not fave us, it muſt 
+ bethe Righteouſneſs of God by Faith. | 
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And nov alſo the Ax is laid to: the Root of the Trees, every Tree 


: therefore that bringeth not forth good Fruit; is hewn down and caſt 
" imto the Fire. 


H E Propoſition I am to: proſecute, you may remember is this, 
conſidering the Context,viz. Now the diſpenſation is changed to be of 
the natural root or the Segd of Abraham according to the flrſn, is no 

E--.. - ground for Church Memberſhip, or no Argument to be admitted into the 

- Goſpel Church, or to Goſpel Baptiſm. ; ; 

You fay you have Abraham to your Father, or you are the Children, 

| of Bdlievers, or you have believing Parents : Well, but what of this, (as 

{if Fob ſhould ſay) this will do you no good now, this will ſtand you now 

in no ſteed, this will give you no Right to Goſpel Ordinances, nor parti- 

> cularly to Goſpel Baptiſm ; *cho' it did to Circumciſion, and Legal Ordi- 

\ aces, and Jewiſh Church Memberſhip. 


For 
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For Hager and-her Son are caſt out, that are the Old Covenant, andthe 
Fleſhly Seed ; this old Root and Right, now in Goſpel Days is ſtruck ar. 
The Ax is laid to the Roots of the Trees, z. e. To your old ſtanding on the 
Old Covenant Root,- as you are the lineal Seed of Abraham: The time 
is come now, that the Old Covenant, and Covenant Seed, are to be root- 
ed up, the old. Houſe and Conſticution pulled down ; God is now about 
to build a new Temple, and a more ſpiritual Houſe, a ſpiritual Temple of 
living Stones ; and rather then he will want Materials, he can of theſe 
Stones raiſe up Children unto believing Abraham, and ſo make good the 
Covenant of Grace, or Goſpel Covenant made with him : Now you 
muſt be united to a living Foundation, z. e. Believe in Chriſt, whoſe way 
I am come to prepare, and make ready fit Matter for this new Building, 
namely, the Goſpel Church, which is not to be, by natural deſcent from 
Abraham as fuch, but only thoſe who have the Faith of Abraham; yea, 
that Faith he had not in Circumciſion, but in Uncircumciſion , vr before 
he was Circumciſed. You muſt grow out of a ſpiritual Root, z. e. Be 
Married to Chriſt (your firſt Husband, z. e. The Law or Old Covenant is 
Juſt at the point of Death) that fo ye may bring forth Fruit to God, Rom.7. 
4. But to proceed, ; 

T ſhall prove this Propoſition, 

Viz. That the Diſpenſaticn is now changed, to be of that natural Root or Natio» 
mal Church of the Fews, or the Seed of Abraham, according to the Fleſh, is no ground 
for Church Memberſhip, no argument for admittance into the Goſpel Church, or t's 
Goſpel Baptiſm. 


7. Becauſe tis poſitively ſaid, that there is a change of the whole Law, z. e. 
The Levitical Prieſthood, legal Ordinance, legal-Church, and legal Church 
Memberſhip are changed and gone : that ſo the betterCovenant, and more 
ſpiritual Church, and Church Memberſhip might be eſtabliſhed ; For rhe 
Prieſt hood being changed, there is made of neceſſity, a change alſo of the Law. Heb. 7. 

12. ?*Tis ſo changed, as'tis aboliſhed, to make way for this : (as the late 
Annotators obſerve,) the mutation of the Prieſthood, indiſpenſably requi- 
reth the change of the legal Covenant, which hereafter I ſhall prove, was 
not the Covenant of Grace, bur is direaly called the Old Covenant ; the 
Covenant of Grace is but one, and that never changeth. 

This was made neceſſary by the Decree'of God {as they note) who de- 
termined, that both the Prieſthood and Law ſhould expire together like, 
(ſay I,) as an old Will or Teſtament doth, when the Teſtator hath made and 
confirmed his Laſt Will and Teſtament. © When Chriſt, the Goſpel High- 
* Prieſt, had (ſaith our Annetations) in his own Perſon and Work, perfected 
* all of it in Heaven, he roots out that Order of Prieſthood, and demoli- 
* ſhed the Temple and City, to which he confined the Adminiſtration, 
* and ſcatters the People which would cleave to it ; fo as all Deſigns and En- 
© deavours of Jews, or of Apoſtate Chriſtian to repair or reſtore it, hath E] 
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"©:been ineffeQual to this Day. What can be more clear, Sirs, then this ? thar 
the: Old Houſe, or Right of Church-Memberſhip, is overturned at the: 
very Root, for 

If the Covenant, for Incovenanting the Fleſhly Seed is changed'or abo- 

* © Hihed, and no new Law or new Precept 'is given forth for the bringing 
them in again, What Ground is there left for any wile, ſeeing, and faithful 
Man, to Plead for Infants Church-Memberſhip ; bu it is evident, the for- 
mer 1s true, z. e. that Covenant, by virtue of which, they. had Right to 
Circumciſion and Church Memberſhip ; or out of which Root. that ſprang 
& gone, changed, and abolihhed'for ever, and'no new Law or Pfecept- is 

iven forth, for the bringing them into the Goſpel-Church, as ſuch. To 
Sis Text let me add another, which farther confirms it. 

2. For 4 that firſt Covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhauld no place have beers 

: fought for the ſecond 3. but frnding fault ith them, he ſaith, Behold the days come, 
ſaith the Lord, when I will make anew Covenant with the. hbuſe of Iſrael, and the 
Honſe of Fudab, Heb. 8. 7,8. 

It was not faulty in it ſelf, but Holy, Juſt, and Good; it requiring perfe& 

—_ of him that would be Juſtified, and therefore, could not give 

| ite ; the Creature being weak and unable to perform the Requirements of 

it; and therefore, Paul ſaith, What the law could not do , in that it was 
weak, through the fleſh, God ſending his-o2wn Son in likeneſs of ſmful fleſh, and for 
tn condemned fin in the fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. 
" Tt diſcovers Sin, and'condemns for Sin, but could not juſtifie the Sinner 
it God's fight from Sin : He that kept it not perfe&tly, yea: continued not 
in doing all Things written therein, was curſed by it: He. that was Cir- 

--cumciſed; was bound to keep the whole Law that Rite obliged them, . it 
ſeems to perform perfe&t Obedience; and yet ſome affirm, it was a Pre- 

cept of the Gofpel Covenant ; but more of. this by and by : But fay ſome, 

Was not Circumſion a Priviledge * Did it not Profit them ? The Apo- 
file anſwers this Queſtion :- 

For Circumciſion werily profiteth, if thou keep the Law, but if thou be a breaker of 
the Law, thy - angry 4 is made Uncirenmciſion : See how the Apoſtle brings 
in Circumciſion, wer/- 2 3. Thou that makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, through break- 
wp the Law, diſhonoureſ# thou God. He, 1t is evident, ſhews, That Circum- 

10n appertained to- the Law, to the Old Covenant, or Covenant of 
Works ; for Circumciſion profiteth if thou keep the Law, &c. No Profit, no- 
Advantage- by Circumcition, unleſs the Circumciſed keep the Law ; That 
is, (faith the late Annotations) perfe&#ly, ro which —_— obligeth, Gal 5, 5. 
Now this being ſo, the Firſt Covenant being weak, and faulty, (z. e. through 
the inſufficiency and weakneſs of the Creature, he being not able to an- 

\ twer (its. juſt Demands ;- God in: his infinite Mercy ſent his own Son, 

| in our Nature and Stead, to- fulfill the Righteouſneſs thereof ) he ſought 

| and found outthe Second Covenant, and the Firſt is gone, which brings. | 
. me tathe Thid:Proof of the Point. | 

3. Hele. 
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3. Heb. 10.9. He took away the firſt, that might eſtabliſh the ſecond. There ' 
is a Firſt and Second Covenant, or an Old, or a New, the: Firſt muſt not 
be confounded with the Second, nor the Second with the Firſt, becauſe 
quite different in their Nature, Defign and End : The Firſt Covenant was 
made, *tis [true, primarily with the Firſt Adam, and all Mankind in him 
that was the Firſt Original, or Beginning of it; and then to him it 
did give Life, whilſt hz ſtood by his Obedience to it 3 but that Mini- 
ſtration of it, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and calls the F7/# Covenant, 
was that which God gave to Abrahams Seed, according to the Flejn, by Moſes. 
and to aſſure 4þraham, that unto his Seed ſhould be given that Law, or the 
Oracles of God, &c. be gave him the Covenant or Precept of Circumci- 
ſion, Rom. 3. I, 2. It ſerved as a Pledge of the Law, and obliged them 
to keepit ; therefore under this 014 Covenant, or Firſt Covenant, *tis evi- 
dent, came in Circumciſion, and the Policy and National Church of the 
Jews, and all other legal and external Rights and Privileges whatſoever , 
both the National Church and Church-Memberſhip z but when the Root 
was ſtruck at, 5. e. The Firſ# Covenant was took away, all its Rights, Laws, 
Privileges and Appurtenances whatſoever, went with it ; fo that now e 
(faith the Apoſtle) know no man after the fleſh, 2. Cor. 5. That is, we prefer 
or efteem no Man better then others, _—_ the ſcore of the Firſt Cove- 
nant, or Fleſhly Privileges, s. e. being of the Seed of Abraham ,; or of the 
Church of Jews, Old things being paſt away, and all things being become New, all 
Types, Sacrifices, Prieſt, and Prieſthood, legal place of Worſhip, legal 
time of Worſhip, legal Miniſters, and legal maintenance of thoſe Mini- 
ſters, the legal Cfurch, and legal Church-Memberſhip, were all taken a- 
way, when the Covenant was took away ; and thus the Ax is laid to the 
' root of the trees, by the eſtabliſhing the Goſpel Diſpenſation, the Anti-Type 
being come, and the Heir come to full Age, God deals with us: now, no. 
more, as with Children in Non-age ; but as with Men who: are come 
to Knowledge and Underſtanding. This I deſire maybe conſidered, that 
whatſoever was a Type or Shadow, did appertain -to. the Old Covenant; 
and a great Error or Miſtake tis, for any to ſay, the Shadows of the Cere- 
monal Law were Goſpel, becauſe they pointed to the Goſpel ;- which 
— I ſhall farther clear up hereafter, and proceed. to the Fourth 

root.' | 

Gal. 4. 30. Caſt out the Bond-woman and her Son. | 

What is meant by the Bond-women-4gar, and Iſhmae] her Son; you 
may ſee, if you read werſ..23, 24, 25. It is written, that Abraham had two 
ſons, the-one by a bond-maid, the other by a free 2w0man, werſ. 22. But be, who 
was born of the: bond-women, .was born after the Fleſh ;, but he of the free woman 
was by promiſe. 

By being born after the Fleſh, is oppoſed to him that was born by the 
Promiſe, the meaning is Iſhmael ; tho' he was Abrahams Seed or Son, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, yet he was not his Seed nor Son according to the | 
Promiſe, or Coyenant of Grace, God made with Abraham. Which | 


(14) 
Which things are an Allegory ; for theſe are'the two Covenants , the one from 
#fount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage. Ver. 24.. 
* An Allegory, is that by which another thing or things ar2 meant ; or jt 
_ a myſtical Signification ; more 1s to be underſtood then is expreiled 1;t- 
terally. 
og Fear held forth the firſt Covenant God made with Abraban7s fleſhly 
Seed, and Thmae! the Children of the firſt Covenant ; 3:r4h ſignified the 
Goſpel, or the New Covenant ; and Taac the Children of the New Cove- 
nant. 


Nevertheleſs what*Aith the Scripture? Caſt ont the Bond-woman. and her © 


ſon; for the ſon of the Bond-woman ſhall not be Heir with the ſt of the free wo- 
21an. Ver. 30. 

The Drift and Scope-of the 'Spirit of - God in this place is (as I con- 
.ceive) Firſt, To ſhew that there were two Covenants made with Abraham, 
(which no doubt he himſelf, who is called the Friend of God, well under- 
{tood) one. with his natural Seed as ſuch ; the other with his ſpiritual Seed 
as ſuch. Secondly, That the caſting out of the Bond>w5# 27% ſhews the Abro- 
.gation of the f/f Covenant, and all the external faexderal 2nd fleſhly Rights 
and Privileges thereof, and the caſting out of the Seed of the Bond-woman, 
ſhews the utter rooting out, and rejetion of the external and politica] Church 
State of the Jews. Thirdly, That none of the fleſhly Seed as ſuch , ſhould 
- be Heirs and Partakers with the true ſpiritual Seed of Abrahaw under the 
. Goſpel, -or have a Being in Abraharys true ſpiritual Houſe or Goſpel Church. 

heſe Things being uy what reaſon there is for any to plead for farts 

. Church Memberſhip , by vertue of the Covenant made with Abraham, let all 
*Men conſider. See Heb. 8. 13. Therefore from hence I argue, that whatloe- 
ver external Rights or Privileges the Jews had under the old Covenant, it 
fignifies juſt-nothing to us, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; even no 

more then a Legacy bequeathed in a former Will, is pleadible, which is 
b 4 out in the laſt Will and Teſtament, confirmed by the Death of the Te- 

ator. | 

Ewould have all Men conſider, that whether there is any more ground 
-for Men from thence to plead for Infant Church-Memberihip, then tor o- 
:thers:to plead for Miniſters to have the firſt Fruits, and the Tenths or every 
Man's increaſe ; or for me to argue thus, Every Child of a Chriſtian 7s born 
* a Member of the Chriſtian Church ; becauſe under the Law every Child of 
- © zthe Jews, were born Members of their Church ; (and it muſt needs be 1o then, 
| "becauſe theirs- was a.National Church; ) or for every 1/ni/ters Son to plead 
” for aRightto the Miniſtry : for evident it is, thar al] the Sons of the Prieſts 
under 4he. Law, had a'Rightto the Prief-hood ; (tho? they were not to enter 

-into the M/ry untill fuch an Age :) Alſo particularly to dedicate all our 
 firſt-born to-the Lord , +becauſe the Jews were required fo to do. Nay, I 


L -may ſay .more, by the Covenant-of Circumciſion A4braham?s Natural Off- 


+ ſpring a'Right to poſſeſs che Land of Canaan: ſhall we trom thence ſay, 
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afl our Seed have an equal Right to that Promiſe ; if we could perſuade our 
ſelves of this, we may think of another Holy War, and get our Seed their 
Rightfall Poſſetfion : the like, as touching our keeping their Sabbath. 

Lafly, And evident *tis, all that were Circumciſed had an undeniable 
Right to eat the Paſſover (which they that aſſert Circumciſion was a Type 
of Baptiſm, ſay, alſo was a Figure of the Lord's Supper ) and if fo, 
then it follows by the ſame Argument and Parity of Reaſon, all our Chil 
dren that are admitted to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, may, nay, muſt be 
alſo admitted to the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper (as indeed they were 
by the Ancient Fathers, who firſt brought in the Practice of Infant Baptiſm, 
and fo it continu'd for ſome Hundred of Years : ſee Exod. 12. 45. All 
the whole Family had a Right to eat the Paſſover, except Foreigners, and 
Hired Servants. 

But in a word, The Ax 1s laid to the root of the trees, all theſe Jewiſh Rights 
and Privileges are gone with their national, external Church State : for as 


the Firſt Covenant, 7. e. The Boad woman is caſt out , fo are all her Chil- 


dren alſo. 

Obj. How can this be, that the Children of Abraham, and ſo the Children of 
Believers, who are Abraham's Seed , ſhould not have Right to Goſpel Privileges 
ond Baptiſm , ſeeing you cannot deny but that it was the Covenant of Grace that 
God made with Abraham. 

Anſw. I have told you already, that there was two Covenants made with 
Abrcham ; the Covenant of Grace was that Covenant which is called the 
Promiſe, which God made with him, and nothing can be more clear, then 
that the fleſhly Seed as ſuch, (tho* they proceeded from Abraham's Loins,) 
were not concerned in that Covenant or free Promiſe of Grace. 

Zat ſince this is doubted of by ſome, and utterly denied by others, w& 
Thar there was a Two-fold Covenant made with Abraham, I ſhall endea- 
vour to make this very plain and evident, tho' indeed, what I have already 
ſaid, 7:ay be ſufficient to- unprejudiced Perſons : But to: proceed, 1 ſhall 
ſhew what Promiſes and Privileges appertained to the natural Seed, as ſach, 
and what Promiſes appertained to his. true Spiritual Seed, and none elſe. 

Fir#, I will begin with that Covenant made with Abraham's natural Seed), 
as ſuch, I never yet heard, but that the Covenants take their denomination 
from the Promiſes, and the Promiſes are of Two forts, quite different 


. In their Nature, z. e. fome Domeftick and Civil Promiſes, eſpecially and abſo- 


lately reſpe&ing the Houſe and natural Seed of 44raham and policy of 1/ae. 

Others only reſpe&ing thoſe that are Believers in Chriſt, or Evangelical 3 
belonging to them the Goſpel Covenant belongeth. 

1. The Firſt that belonged to Abrabam's natural Seed as ſuch, that: E 
ſhall mention, is thatof his multiplying his natural Seed by 1/aac. 

2. The Birth of Iſaac by Sarah his Wite, Gen. 17. 16, 19. 

3. The Continuation of his Covenant, with all that ſhould proceed from 
Faac,, according to the. Fleſh, Gen, 17. 6s 


+ 
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4. The Coming of Chriſt out of Tac. 

5- The bringing the-natural Seed of Abraham, by T/aac, out of 2 

6. The Promiſe of giving his natural Seed the Land of Canaan for their 
Poſleflion, Ger. 1 ſ. 8. | 

Now pray note Two Things : 

' Firſt, That as the Covenant of Grace: bears the Nam? of the Promiſe 
of God, not a conditional, but an abſolute Promiſe; fo likewiſe ſay I, theſe 
Promiſes, diftin&-from that free Promiſe, contain the legal-Covenant made 
wich Abraham's natural Seed. | 

If you well mind the Nature of thefe Promiſes I have mentioned, you 
can't ſo much as once in the leaſt imagine, any of them were made to his 
| Ipiritual Seed as fach, I mean, that any of them do, or can concern us Gen- 
tile Believers. 

Secondly, Butto put the Matter out of doubt, pray obſerve that the Law 
..of Circumciſion is expreſsly called-Gods Covenant ; tho? I know ſome, :to 
ſtrengthen their bad Cauſe, would have it be fo called, only by a certain 
: Figure ; pray read Gen. 17. And God ſaid unto Abraham, thou ſhalt keep my 
; covenant, therefore thou and thy ſeed after thee, in their Generations, verl. 9. This 
is my covenant which ye ſhall keep berween me and you, andthy ſeed after thee, eve- 
: ry. male child among you ſhall be circumciſed, verl. 10. And ye ſhall circumciſe the 
- fleſh of your fore-5kin, and it ſhall be a Token of the Covenant betwixt me 
and you : and that to this Covenant was promiſed the Land of Canaan, *tis 
, exprefsly faid in werſ. 8. And Iwill give unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, the 
. land wherein thou art a ſkranger, all the land of Canaan for an everlaſting poſſeſſi- 
; @n,. and I will be their God. So in Gen. 15. 8. In that ſame day God made a co- 
- venant with Abram, (not Abraham) ſaying, unto thy ſeed, have 1 given this land 
from the River of Egypt, unto the great River Euphrates. 

- This Covenant, and theſe Promiſes I -affert, cannot belong to the ſpiritu- 
. al Seed of Abraham as ſich, but were Bleflings that belonged only to his car- 
-nal or natural Seed, and dire&ly agree with the Covenant made with them 
'by Moſes ,..viz. The Land of Canaan, Riches, Peace, Plenty , and all 

other *' Temporal and Earthly Bleſſings, it they kept God's Cove- 
nant (with their Church State, and viſible Worſhip of God amon 
them :) Now the New Covenant it could not be, becauſe that is eftabliſhe 
upon berter Promiſes, and no other People had any Right to thoſe outward | 
Bleflings; nor were they made only to the Elect Ones, who were of his. þ 
natural OfE-ipring, but to his fleſhly Seed as fuch, as well as they ; upon that 
Condition,: they kept the Covenant of Circumcifion, and conformed | 
themſelves to the Law God gave them, which they were obliged to do by | 
the Covenant.of Circumcihon, as | ſhewed*'before. | : 
Secendly, I ſhall now ſhew you, what thoſe Promiſes 'were, that reſped | 
wo Covenant of Grace un > with Abraham, and his true ſpiritual Seed, # 
as tuch. 
I. 1 bave made thee a Father of many Nations, (meaning Gentile Dey : 
- | 2. in; 
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2. In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the ggreb be bleſſed,. Gen. 12.3. Ob 
here he Aoaftle foam , And the Sore is forefeeng thee Gall þ —_— 
fie the Hearben through: hs ys. df ro Abraham, ; faying, ws rhee fue - E 
all nations of the —_ «bleſſed, E Gal. 3.8 "FI = 

Nay, and 'tis for ever to be noted, "That the Holy Apoſtle ctvoars <> 
to do the very ſame thing'in Gal. 3. 16% which Iam Tow about, wiz. To - 
prove, 'That the. Covenant of 'Grace was net made with Abraham's fiefhly 
Seed, as fuch read the Text;/:Now #0 by om Cap to bis leed as the'ygmes | 
miſe. mide; befhirks nat toiſeeds," #s of 7nany. his fleſl ty Seed,'as es 
but to rhy feed hich is Chriſt. A ent wer/ "conclutles, nd. if 
be Chriff*s, then are you Abrahani*s ſeed, and her 
| You-muſtgor reckon from, ; Abrahan;. bue from C 
that can't diſcetn from hence, - that there 'were Two C overt 
Abraham. Chet Texts with-that in Row. 9. 6,78. 
fold Counter) if we are re efPed of God, ey, roored out, Go Ks a £; Ful : 
his Promiſe made of none-Effetþ to- "Abrahams, and* tis bis feed. Rn.” 4 

1. Anſw.The _— ge ee. are not all Ijrael,which are of Tfrqel.ve 


2: Neither becauſe. t > Abrabaws,: - arethey "att 
That-is,. though they” Salbthe SEE: Ab —X 
yet they ars nov-all via ſpirimuaFSeoth gu ord 


made with Abraham,” all the true 
as I/aac was, being begotten and b 
Power, as fruit of God's Free Promile ; T T will pc hot 


Sox: \ce the Apolſtle's further anſwer, 7hat ' is WT 1bich ave boys 
7 S 


Fleſh, theſe -are not: the Children of God, but. ab 

ted for the Seed, werl.'$; 
Martin Luther confirms the'fane @ | | #. Paul” -_ 

© therefore concludeth with this Sentence (/airh bo that they that are of ©? 
© Faith, are the Ghildren of Abraham ; ety ral Birth, or carnal Se =d, * | 

© make not-the Children of Abraham-before G God; as if ab wggny/ we wg there 
© 15 none before God accounted as the Child of Abrabam 
© vant 'of God,. -whom God hath choſen and'made Righ bs E Faith} 

* through carnal Generation ; but fich Children maſt be Lo gen God,” 
© as he was a Father; but he was a Father of Faith, was juſti 
© ſed God, not. becauſe he could beget Children after the Fl 
* Cauſe he had Citeumeifion nnder the Law, here © F 
© God. He therefore that will be a Child"of the repo Frog malt S.. 

* alfo himſelf believe, or elſe he is nota Child of the E! che Sor 
© and the juſtified Abraham, not the begetting Abrabiam 5; 5 which is noth 

* elſe, but aMan conceived, and born, —_— wrap'd in Lin, without 
6 © Forgiveneſs of Sins, without Faith, without the Holy Ghoſt, as avcker 

* Man is, and therefore Condemned. _— alfo, are the oy arnally* . > 
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” *begoticn of him, having nothing in them, like' unto their Father, buc 

' | © Fkſhand Blood, Sin and Death; therefore tliefe are alſo Damned-: this 

- .  *;glorious' boaſting then, we. are the Seed of Abraham, is to no- purpoſe. 
I 


>.” Thus far Luther, on Gol. 3, p. 115. 
L- 2: Thbs: Mr. Perkins ſpeaks alſo : © The: Seed of Abrabam ( ſaith be ) 


©-Chrift, and then all chat believe. in Chrift ;. for theſe are given to 4bra. 


*:5 a Name Co-eletive, and ſignifies the: whole Poſteriry of Abraham. 
, God hath given me-another Seed; Apain, (be ſaith) this one _—_—_ 


Seadof: Abraham: isChrift Jeſus; here the Name Chriſt, firſt and: 


principally the Mediator, and then-Secondly, all Jews and Gentiles be- 
ing, thar-are_ fit and. inco Chriſt by-Faith :. St: Paul ſaith, 


: hildre n of the-Protaiſe, are the. Secd: of- Abraham. Thus Mr. Per- 


+ = 2! Now noghin 4 is more : riders + chet hat" byche Promiſeis.meant; the 
__ ai © the C e,- made” with: Ababa. 


Gb = 0 New: Gencnans ns, nll gen owned by all, our 
Fe} i Whites; and-this gn we-find, was only 
with: Abraham's | Paul Soc, flake Two: famous Writers, and: 


lain, there. was a Covenant made with; Abvihows 'ma- 
they were taken inty an. external, national Church. 
Telation with God, and had divers peculiar {mmunis.. 

wi Prfiegs gram them, 25 f& confidered; alt which fully evin- 
ns 2 Two-fold Covenant made with Abraham : Certainly: 
'but that their Church-State and Legal Rights: were Cove- 
lefire and that th begut in Abrehem-;- and thattoo; by- thoſe 
oCeonarge God made him, is ſo clear, thar'nothing need to. 
oma 3 and-1 cannot but wonder that our eminent Writers, 
Zn theſe. noe Covenants TY , as indeed I. 


tam to the Cournent of Grate. 
net affirm, That the C OVEnant- => Glromm- 


Fibisin the neye place & ſhall fully prove: 
+5 the Law; or Covenant” of. Circumciſion; was, it appears, 
rand End of it, to ſeparate the naturalSeed of Abrahans 


+ » © the Seed, not of the Fleſh but of the Promiſe; and this Seed. is fiſt 


$4 hom by Promiſe-and Election. of God-: moreover, the- Seed is not ma- 
'. * my (as Pol obſerveth) bur-one. -Jc-is ObjeRed, Thar the Word Seed, 


. ; *-dnſur le-doth ſomerimes, ( /airb be.) but not always; for Eve faith of 


2n of the F thoſe. are not” the Children of God; but- 


al Qturch ſanding om all other Nations of. the. World,. 
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and to give them the Land of Cangan, and to-keep- themiſcives frm 
mixing among the Pople, from whom Chriſt, according to the 
to come: And, hence it -was, .that they-/were not: to: mingle -t cheanſelves 
with the Heathens, ,nor ſuffer any t6 join themſelves :co them, unleſs-firft _ 
Circumciſed. Will any Jay that-the Covenant of Grace, or G Cove- ©: 
nant, in che Daga oh at, 15 to ſeparate all Trye Believers, and all their-aa- . © 
tural Seed (cho' of; thera are the worſt.of Men; 5. e: vile andungod- 

ly) from all other People-in the World, ina Church State ?: If they:ſhould 
affirm this, then. the Golpel Church, for ever ceaſes to. yrs > 
but muſt be National as.the Feriſh Church was, which is contr to- the 
Doerine of the Church of Zng/and (whatever her Practice is). 

the ſay, The Church Church of God is 8 company of s, among whony vhe 
Werd of God truly preacl'd, and the Seeraments ducly. and rruly 4 =wim/tred? at 
do ng: the God! Le Re RT i& Chrilt ever, undee< 


Galppl, Sonliieae > Nation 7g of Bel imac Sy | 
ing Come godly, and fog F ann tags 


ver the Teſtament, and 7 -the diredt contrary. is not app ' 

rent ; OO, ho. beliaved were converted and and profe 

{ed Faith in C and fo were Baptized, thar 

"Par oblere the other par Fg 
2. But 7 

ken to dbrahow 5 naar Seed of arts 

BAAN, ſce Gen, 1 


_—_ 
- 


Fs 
7 tells us, nr 


but Heaven it ſelf: | 
not mend the matter, ry then. it follows pat inbek. the i 
cal and ſhadowing Covenant : Moreover, if that Covenant was the C 
pel Covenant, our Children have an equal Right-to the Fand-:of Ir 
with the natural Seed of. Abraham (as I ſaid before) and then Bw did that _ 
Promiſe, viz. The Poſleflion of Canean belong then- ow-the Jawy,: as Got. 
peculiar Right only. 

Arg. 2. Becauſe there were-ſome to. whom: the Covenant of Grace, or 3 
Goſpel Covenant did. not belong,”were, never mded "whe. 
Circumciſed, 2sJhmael, Eſau, 8c. Doth. the Goſpel Covenane-apper in e6. 
Scoffing Iſhmaelites, and to prophane. Eſaw's? No, God told Abroham, } 1 
Covenant ſheuld not be with. As for Thmael, 1 have beard thee, be _ 
bold I have bleſſed bins, but my covenant w#l1 T eff abliſh with Taae,Gen. £7. 20/27. 

Alſo, there were others -who- be in Abrahams Familyz Who,. fic *Y 
doubt, might ſame of them be in: the Covenant of Grace, that were not. 
reguirgdes be Circumciſed, nordirliz belong cothem, vin. 223. 7 3 
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x. All his Male Children, who dyed before Eight Days old- 
26. Al his Female Children 7 ns +0 
” 243-7 There was alſo ſome other godly Mem, 'in: the Days of Abraham, to 
| | Wwham Circumciſion of Right did notbelong, as Melchiſedec, Lor, Fob, &c. 
. *  Doubtles, had Circumciſion been a Law or Precept -of the Covenant of 
* Grace, all.theſe wonld God have required to -have been Circumciſed as 
well as the others; but the Truth is, being in the Covenant. of Grace; 
A 998.00 Bightat all toany, ino- not to the} Male-Children of Abraham, to: 
| Aircumciſjort ;: but:only God's expreſs and poſitive Command to-him. 
| _ » £xg-.3+ *Tis apparent, -that the Jews. who were comprehended in that 
legal :and external Covenant,” made with Abraham's natural Seed, and 
were accordingly Circumciſed, were nevertheleſs denyed Goſpel Baptiſm, 
£. andcheir Plea, we-are Abrabann's Seed, was rejeted by Fohn Baprif®s. Now 
| tHad Circumcifion. been:a Goſpel-Covenant,'I ſee no Reaſon why Fohr 
 Jhouldnoc admitthem ; nay, and 'tis plain alſo, that ſome-godly: Ones of 
8 oo natural Seed, who: were Circumciſed; were neverthelcls Bapti- 
4 What, had they 'Two-Seals, of -one and the fame Covenant? for 
 _ Circumciſion, was in force at that-tilnez when pans thenr were Bapti- 
+: Zed; for manyſubjetcd to that Ordinance, before Chrift dyed, and aboli- 
#. . x. From hence it appears, that>»Circumciſion - was no; Goſpe-Law, nor 
-* Mid it appertain/to” the Covenant of Grace ; but was*part-of the *Old le- 
SE - ode » Which the 4x was laid-to the Root'of, and'is gone. £ 
__ , .2-:It alſo follows from hence, that the Covenant of Grace, waz-not the 
adequate. Reaſdn of: Circumcifion, but the mere poſitive -Command*' of 
Goedto. Abrobam,. for the Reaſons and Detigns before:mentioned; 
- From whenetl argie thus, Ehat Govenant that 'was-miade with, - or did 
-.0t Right belong unto the fleſhly. Seed of Abrabam, as duch; even toungod- 
w 'Dac 3,25. WEll:as ro-the:godly, . was not the Covenant of Grace ; but the 
ACovenhant.ar Law of Circumciſion, was made with, or did -of Right be- 
ag Utto..che Fleſhly Seed of Abraham, asfuch, even unto ungodly Ones, 


| : A t-the- godly :: Therefore the Covenant of Circumciſion was 
Tharefhewed 


t-of Grace. | 
ard to all 4/aac'sinatural Seed, tho” ungodly, and to their Male Children 


youthar Circumciſion did belong to Iſhmael. .and to Eſau, 


alſo; and ILneed nor tell you what wicked Men ſprang -from-1/aac's. Loins, 
according to the Fleſh, but-let- them:-be: ungodly; and not. have one dram 
+ of New Covyenant Grace in them; yet they were obliged to Circumciſe 
+ their Male. Infans; This is enongh- (one would think.) to convince our 
+ - Brethren, and all chac differ from us, that Circumciſion did not appertain 
# to the Covenagt 'of Grace, or was no:Goſpel Covenant. . Alſo let them 
E, take heed, (who plead foriPede-Bapriſm, from the Covenant of Circumciſj- 
.* on) how they any more deny © Bapize-che' Childih of nngodly Parents, 
» Gncethe Mile Intants of .ungodly; Parents -were Circumciſed, The Truth 
© 'B, 't was not tobe enquired, Whether the:Parents were Believers or not ? 
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whether they had Abraham's Faith, or not ? were godly, or not, before 
their Children were to be Circumciſed ? but were they the natural Seed of 
Abraham? (that was enough) it wasthat accordingto the expreſs and poli- 
tive Command of God to Abraham, that gave their Children, if ey 
a Right to be Circumciſed. | 
Arg. 4. That Circumciſion was no. Goſpel Law , or Covenant , ap- . 
ears. yet further, becauſe all in the Goſpel Covenant, *cis expreſly ſaid, 
ſhall know the Lord, Fer.-4 1. 21. Behold the days come, ſaith the Lord,. that [ 
will make. a new covenant with the houſe of Tirael, and with the bouſe of Fu- 
dah, not according to the covenant that 1 made with their fathers, in the day that 
I took them out of the Iand-of Fgypr 3 which my. covenant they break, although 1 _ 
as an husbard to them, ſaith the Lord. ver! 22. But this ſlall be the covenant ® .. 
that I will make with the bcule of Iſrael after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord : I will put © 


" my law intheir. imward parts, and write it in their. hearts, and I will be their God, 


and they ſhall-be my people. ver. 33. And they ſhall teach no more every man bis 
neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, know the Lord : for they ſhall all 
know me from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord, &c. _ 
Pray obſerve, inthe Old Covenant Infants were Members, who-did not ' 
(whentaken, into that Covenant, and made Members of thatlegal Charch) - 
know the Lord, nor indeed their right :Hand from: cheir left. Therefore 
they, when grown up, , had need to be taught;./aying, Know'the Lord; in 
thus, upon this. Account, every one had. need tor teach his Neighbour and _? 
his Brother ; but in the CONS Comnee GodMaith, it ſhould not be'thus, . 


for-that all, whom he would.make.that: Covenant with, ſhoald know him, 


before they were received as. Menibers of” that, Church, tho'-afterwards 


ris granted, they;ſtand in need of further. teaching 


; $ be ! 3h 4, b 1.43 but 3. 24 

And in this. reſpe&;,: the 'Gaſpel Covenant, and Goſp - Church: State, 2 
ditters,; or is net according: to the Old,legal and external Covenant, and © © 
Church State of ,the Jews,. as well as in other things; that being a condith © 
onal . Covenant, the New Covenant Abſoluce,'I 4/l, and they. ſhall, that 
was a Covenant of Works, this of Grace, &c. They ſhall all know me. from 
the leaſt to the greateſt ; not one Infant then be ſure is-in it, as a Member 
of the Golpel Church, they are now required: to repent, zo beliepe,” to bring 
forth fruits meet for revemtance. They muſt þe made Diſciples by Teaching. © 
as appears by the great Commiſſion, Mar. 28, 19,.20. before Baptized, ..  ? 
who are to be Members of the Goſpel Church. "q 
Arg. 5. The Covenant ofC ircumciſion.could. not be the Gaſpel. Covenant, 
becauſe the Terms. of it runs according. to the. Sinas Covenant, which is 
ſaid, not to be of faith, but (r) the man-that doth thoſe things ſhould live in thens, 
Gal. 2. 22, (2 ) Lite was promiſed to Obedience to. it, and Death ehreatned * 
to Diſobedience. ( ; ) The Promile of the Sinai Covenant, was the- Land 
of Canaan, Riches, Peace, and Proſperity, to be Bleſſed in the Basket 'and Store, 
and fo runs the Covenant of -Circumciſion, ſee Gen. 17. 9, 10, 1 4- Thos: 2 
ed after thee, . 


"I'S , 


WV. 


( a2 ) 
*Fhe land of Canaan, 8c. ver. 8: And the anctrcumciſed man-child, whoſe fleſh | 
of his "v4 Skin is not circumciſed, that Soul ſhall be cu: off from his People, he 

b broken my Ccvenant, ver. 14. Thus ran the Law and Covenant of 


'Circumcifion, it was Life upon the Condition of Obedience, Death up- 


-O0n Diſobedience, *twas do and live ; but thus runs not the Terms of the 
New Covenant, but dire&ly contrarywiſe, believe, and thou ſhalt be [aved, 
.are the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant ; from whence I ſhall draw this Ar- 
gument. 

That Covenant that was in the Nature and Quality of it, as much a Cove- 
nant of Werks, as the Sinai Covenant, 'coxld net be the Covenant of Grace. But 
ſo was the Law and Covenant of Circumciſion. Therefore Circumcifion was no 
Goſpel Law or Covenant. | 

Arg. 6. The Covenant of Circumciſion was of the Letter, and not 
of the Spirit. This the Apoſtle lays down, Rom. 3. 29. But he is not a Few 
which is one outward; and circumciſion is that of the heart in the ſpirit, and not in 
the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of man but of God, Doth he not clearly here- 
-by intimate, that Circumciſion of the Fleſh was of the Law, and not of 
the Goſpel? for by Letter, the Law is meant, all Expoſitors confeſs, in 
-thatparalell Text, 2 Cor. 5. Who bath made us able Miniſters of the New Te- 

ament, not of the letter but of the ſpirit, ſee our late worthy Annotators, by 


the Letter : © Here. (fay they) the Apoſtle underſtandeth the Law, 


© or the Law, is called the Letter, Rom. 2. 27. Who by the letter and Circum- 
© eiſion, doth tranſpre(s the Law. The Law (fay they) mm oppoſition to the 
© Goſpel, is called the Letter ; and again they ſay, the Goſpel is called the 
© Spirit, both in oppoſition to the carnal Ordinances of the Law, and be- 
© cauſe Chriſt is the Matter, Subject, and Argument of it. The Law kills, 
-but the Goſpel gives Life ; yet ſome affirm, that Law written in Stones was 


_ the Goſpel, or a dark miniſtration of it: What Law 1s it then that kills? 


and what was the Covenant of Works, which as fuch is taken away ? But 
No more of that : here *tis plain, Circumciſion was not of the Spirit, 5. e. 
not of the Goſpel, but of the Law. | 

Arg. 7. That Covenant, in which Faith was not reckoned to Abraham 
for Righteouſheſs, was not the Covenant of Grace, or a Goſpel Cove- 
Nant ; Bur the Apoſtle ſhews us, That Faith was not reckoned to Abraham 
in Circumciſion, Rem. 4. That faith was reckoned to Abraham, fcr righteouſ- 
neſs, ver 9. How'then was it reckoned hc he was in circumciſion, or in uncir- 
Slmmiciſion, not in circumciſion, but in urcircumciſion ? VET. IO. 

What need was there for St. Pas! to argue thus againſt Circumciſron, if 
#ﬆ were, as cur Brethren ſay, a Goſpel Law, Precept, or Covenant; and 
remarkable *tis, that the Apoftle puts, (in this Chapter) the Law and Cir- 
cumciſion together, asbeing of one ſtamp, or of the ſame nature, and ex- 
.Cludes them both from the free Promiſe of God made to Abrahams, which 
I have ſhew'd was the Pure Goſpel, or New Covenant : Reader, fſce 


"Y Mr. Philip Cory's Sol.mn Call, where.-thou wilt meet with this; and fome 


' other 
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ther of theſe Arguments largely opened, and his Reply to Mr. Favel, both 
worth thy reading. 

Arg. 8. The Law or Covenant of Circumcifion, is (as the ſaid wor- 
thy Writer obſerves) contrary diſtinguiſhed or oppoſed) by the Apoſtle, in 
Rows. 4.) to the Covenant of Faith, or Goſpel Covenant, therefore could 
not be one, nor of the fame Nature, read 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and14, 
verſe-.. 

Arg. 9. That Covenant o: Precept that profited none, unleſs they kept 
the Law, could not belong to the Covenant of Grace ; but ſo the Apoſtle: 
ſpeaks of Circumciſion, Fir circumciſion werily profiteth if thou keep the law, 
Rom. 2. 25. That is, as T have obſerved, if thou. keep the Law perfealy, 
but if thou break the law, thy circumciſion is made uncircumciſion, that is of none 
effet. ?Tis ſtrange to me that Circumciſion ſhould be a Goſpel Covenant; 
and yet not profit any, unleſs they perfely kept the Law, and alſo obli- 
ged them ſo to do, Gal. F. 3 Could a Man have perfealy - kept the Law 
of the Old Covenant, he might have thereby been juſtified in the ſight of 
God, and then no need of a Chriſt to have fulfilled the Righteouſneſs -of 
it for us, and in our nature.—— But doth a Goſpel Precept oblige atiy to- 
the perfe& keeping of the whole Law : How then conld this be a Goſpel: 
Precept # O ſee howthe Law and Circumciſion agree, and comport toge-- 
ther in their nature, end, ufe and defign, and- never plead for it as a Gof-. 
pel Precept any more, unleſs yon have a mind'to bring your Selves and- 
Children under the Old Covenant, and the Curſe thereof ; compare this 
with Gal. 5. 3. For I teſt ifie to every man among you that is cireumciſed, that he is 
a debtor to do the whole Iaw. © 

Not asa late Writer ſays in. his Opinion, or in his-intention thae was Cir-- 
cumciſed, that he was ſuch a Debtor : for it may be juſtly doubred, Whe- 
ther they.ſo thought or not : nay, by the Apoſtle's Words it ſeems other- 
wiſe, i. e. They did*not think any ſuch thing (tho? they might ſeek to be- 
juſtified by: the Law, and Circumcifion, yet not that they thought them- 
felves obliged to keep the whole Law perfe&ly) but they. who were Cir- 
cumciſed,, were: verily obliged by. Circumciſion , to- do the whole: 
Law, when Circumcifion was in Force. Whatſoever Mr. Fohn Flavel hath - 
faid in his late Book. to the contrary , notwithſtanding, in Anſwer to+ 
Mr. Cary : And indeed, the. Amotators agree with us herein ;-chus I find- 
they expreſs themlelves. 

O5ject. © But did not the Fathers then, by being Circumciſed,: acknow- - 
© ledge themſelves Debtors to the Law. 

Anſw. © Yes, they did acknowledge themſelves bound to the obſervation. 
*of the Law, and to endure (upon the breaking of it) the Curſe of ir, 
* but they were diſcharged from this Obligation, by believing in the Lord; 
* Jeſus Chriſt, who was made a Curſe for them. | 

Arg. 10. The Covenant of Circumciſion could not belong to the Gol- 
el Corman, becauſe 'tis called; in expreſs terms, a Yoke of Bondage, 


( 24) 
AE. 15. 10. Gal. 5. 1, 2. Now therefore why tempt ye God to put a 'yohe 
wpon the neck of the diſciples, which neither our fathers, nor we, were -able to 


1 wonder any ſhould call Circumciſion a Privilgge ; the Yoke was Cir- 
cuinc:iſion, which thoſe falſe Teachers would have put on Men, who were 
Believers among the Gentiles ; ſee werſ. 1. If the Jews had any Profit, Ad- 
vantage or P;ivilege by it , it was chiefly, becaute unto them were com- 
mitted-the Oracies of God, or 'Fen Commandments, not-chiefly, becauſe 
unto them was given the Covenant of Grace; for had it been a Goſpel 
Covenant, or a Rite thereof (as our miſtaken Oppoſers affirm) he would 
have ſaid fo; ſee his Words, What advantage then hath the Few ? and what 
profit 15 there in Circumciſion, Rom. 3. 1. Much every way, but chiefly, becauſe 
unto them were committed the cracles of God, ver. 2. It did not feal to them 
the Covenantof Grace, nor aſſure them of the Bleflings thereof; for ſo a 
Seal, doth all the Bleflings and Privileges of that Govenant, to which it is 
prefix'd, but the dire& contrary, 5. e. it aſſur'd them, That they ſhould 
have.the Law given to them ; the Oracles of God, 3. e. The Sinai Cove- 
2am, Which Law ſhewed them what a kind of Righteouſneſs it was, God 
did require of .al Men that would be juſtified in God's fight ; it was not 
iven.to-them to give Life, or Righteouſneſs, but to ſhew the exceeding 
fintulneſs:of. Sin, and to regulate:their Lives, to-put a curb upon their Luſts 
ſo hateful to God; as alſo, to diſcever-unto thera, that nothing ſhort of a 

rie&t and compleat Righteouſneſs, could juſtifie the Creature in the ' ſight 
'of God; and ſo the: Law, through the weakneſs of the Fleſh, lay*d all 
Men under Death and Condemnation, exaRing hard Service, but gave no 
Strength to.pertorm its: Demands-; itkilled, bur could-not give Life.: And 
there e, as it-was a Covenant of Works, (do this and live, or the man that 
doth. theſe things (ball live in them) which Chriſt aboliſhed it by the Blood 
of his Crofs. 

And ſince it appears by what the Apoſtle ſays, That Circumciſion obli- 
ged_ (while it was in Force) to do all the whole Law, which he that did 
not{o do,. was Curſed by it ; *cis evident, that inſtead of its- being a Cove- 
nant of Grace, .or the Seal thereof, it rather ſealed the Curſes of the Law 
upen.them, tor their Diſobedience ; and therefore, ſuch a yoke of Bon- 
dage, which they nor their Fathers were able to bear. 

Circumciſion, it appears then, was an Earneſt to Abraham's natural 
Seed of ithe Sinai Covenant 3 which Law was, (*tis evident comprehended 
as a Covenant of Works} in Circumciſion, and ſo Circumcition was a Part 
or Branch of it ; God then, and at that time, taking his natural Seed into an 
external Coyenant Relation with. himſelf, was thereby, in his Wiſdom, 
obliged to give the faid Law in Tab!es of Stone to them, for the Reaſons, 
Uſe and End, befo:e-mentioned ; and as *tis by our Apoſtle frequently 
in his Epiſtles hinted, the Apoſtle (as a Learned Writer obſerves) doth not 
here begin a Diſcourſe, nor to the number of Privileges and Aves ; 
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for he names but one in all, but to the quality of this Privilege, viz. That 
it was not an —_ or Goſpel Privilege, but only a Legal or Old 
Covenant Rite and Privilege ; this is the Cluef of all the Advantages the 
Jews bad by Circumciſion, «. e. there having thereby an aſſurance, that the 
Law of God, on Mount 'Sina;, ſhould be given to them : So much as to 
the Proof and Demonſtration, That Circumcifion was no Goſpel-Precept, 
or Covenant, 

Obj. But, perhaps, fome may Objett, If Infants as ſuch, were not included ine 
the Covenant of Grace God made with Abraham, how can dying Infants be ſaved ? 

1, Anſw. T Anſwer, Muſt Infants of Believers be comprehended in 
that Covenant God made with Abraham ? or elle, Cannot any dying In- 
fants be ſaved ? How then were any dying Infants ſaved before Abraham's 
Days, or before that Covenant was made with him? 

2. I never ſaid no Infants were included in the Covenant of Grace, 
God made with Abraham,but not as ſuch : No doubt,all Ele& Perſons, both 
Infants and the Adult, were included in the Covenant of Grace, and had'or 
ſhall have the Bleffings of Chriſt's Blood and Merits; but the Covenant of 
Grace may be conſidered Two manner of ways, or under a Two-fold 
Conſideration. ze | 

1/. The inward inviſible Bleſlings, Grace, and Privileges of it. 

24. The viſible and outward Adminiſtration, or Privi thereof, 

1. Now who they be, that ace comprehended, or included in the inward, 
and inviſible Bleffings, Grace and Privileges of it, are only known to God, 
not to us: But the Goſpel, or Covenant of Grace, as to the outward 
Adminiſtration, and Privileges thereof , only belong to fuch who 
know the Lord, or profeſs Faith in _ Jeſus Chritt ; po. therefore, all 
that have a Right to Baptiſm, and Goſpel Church Memberſhip , muſt 
firſt be made Diſciples, by beingtaughtby the Word and Spirit of God, and 
{o truly believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the great Commit- 
ſion of our Saviour, Mat. 28.19, 20. and the Practice of Ghriſt himſelf, Fob. 
4. 1, 2. and of his Apoſtles, A#. 2. 37.4#.8.14, &c. A#, 10. and AF. 16,c. 

God hath many ways ( as Dr. Taylor obſerves ) to fave dying infants, 
which we know not ; he can apply the benefit, and merits of Chriſt's 
Blood to them, in ways we are wholly Ignorant of, and ought not to trou- 
ble our Selves with it : Secret Things belong to God, but revealed Things to us, 
and to our Children. L 

3- But if we did know which Infants would dye , who do belong to the 
Ele&ion of Grace, or are in Covenant with God , yet we ought not co 
Baptize them, becauſe we have no Command from ſefus Chrift , fo to do ; 
for it was not the Right of Infants to be Circumciſed, becauſe they were 
in the Covenant of Grace (for then all other godly Mens Children, who 
lived in Abrabar?s Days, would have had the fame Right that Abrabam's 


Children had ; nor was it the Right of Abraham's Infants (whether confi- 
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AZ. 15. 10. Gal. y. r, 2. Now therefore why tempt ye God to (put a 'yoke 
pon the neck of the diſciples, which neither our fathers, nor we, were able to 


I wonder any ſhould call Circumciſion a Privilgge ; the Yoke was Cir- 
cuinciſion, which thoſe falſe Teachers would have put on Men, who were 
Believers among the Gentiles ; ſee wer/. 1. If the Jews had any Profit, Ad- 
vantage or Privilege by it , it was chiefly, becauie unto them were com- 
mitted che Oraclies of God, or Fen Commandments, not-chiefily, becauſe 
unto ther was given the Covenant of Grace; for had it been a Goſpel 
Covenant , or 2 Rite thereof (as our miſtaken Oppoſers affirm) he would 
have faid fo.; ſee his Words, What advantage then hath the Few ? and what 
profit 15 4here in Circumciſion, Rom. 3. 1. Avch every way, but chiefly, becauſe 
unto them were committed the cracles of God, ver. 2. It did not ſeal to them 
the Covenantof Grace, nor aſſure them of the Bleflings thereof; for ſo a 
Seal. doth all the Blefſings and Privileges of that Covenant, to which it is 
prefix'd, but the dire& contrary, 5. e. it aſſur'd them, That they ſhould 
have the Law given to them ; the Oracles of God, 5. e. 'The Sinai Cove- 
za, Which Law ſhewed them what a kind of Righteouſneſs it was, God 
did require of .all Men that would be juſtified in- God's fight ; it was not 
ivento-them to give Life, or Righteouſneſs, but to ſhew the exceeding 
finkulneſs.of. Sin, and to regulate:their Lives, to put a curb upon their Luſts 
{ohatefulto God ; as alſo, to diſcover-unto them, that nothing ſhort of a 

riet and compleat Righteouſneſs, could juſtifie the Creature in the ' ſight 
'of God ; and ſo the: Law, through the weaknefs of the Fleſh, lay*d all 
Men under Death and Condemnation, exacting hard Service, but gave no 
Strength to.perform-its Demands; it killed, but could not give Life.: And 


F therefore, as it-was a Covenant of Works, (do this and live, or the man that 


doth. theſe things (ball live in them) which Chriſt aboliſhed it by the Blocyd 
of his Crofs. 


And ſince it appears by what the Apoſtle ſays, That Circumciſion obli- 
ged. (while it was in Force) to do all the whole Law, which he that did 

tio do,, was Curſed by it ; *tis evident, that inſtead of its being a Cove- 
nant. of Grace, .or the Seal thereof, it rather ſealed the Curſes of the Law 
upen them, tor their Diſobedience ; and therefore, ſuch a yoke of Bon- 
dage, which they nor their Fathers were able to bear. 

Circumciſion, it appears then, was an Earneſt to Abraham's natural 
Seed of 'the Sina; Covenant 5 which Law was, (*tis evident comprehended 
as a Covenant of Works} in Circumciſion, and fo Circumciſion was a Part 
or Branch of it ; God tlien, and at that time, taking his natural Seed into an 
external Coyenant Relation with. himſelf, was thereby, in his Wiſdom, 
obliged to give the ſaid Law in Tables of Stone to them, for the Reaſons, 
Uſe and End, befo'c-mentioned ; and as *tis by our _ frequently 
in his Epiſtles hinted, the Apoſtle (as a Learned Writer obſerves) doth not 
* Here begia a Dilcourſe, nor to the number of Privileges and Aa" : 
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for he names but one in all, but to the quality of this Privilege, viz. That 
it was not an Evangelical, or Goſpel Privilege, but only a Legal or Old 
Covenant Rite and Privilege ; this is the Cluef of all the Advantages the 
Jews bad by Circumciſion, s. e. there having thereby an aſſurance, that the 
Law of God, on Mount 'Siai, ſhould be' given to them : So much as to 
the Proof and Demonſtration, That Circumciſion was no Goſpel-Precept, 
or Covenant, 

Obj. But, perhaps, ſome may Objeft, If Infants as ſuch, were not included ine 
the Covenant of Grace God made with Abraham, how can dying Infants be ſaved ? 

1, Anſv. T Anſwer, Muſt Infants of Believers be comprehended in 
that Covenant God made with Abraham? or elite, Cannot .any dying In- 
fants be ſaved ? How then were any dying Infants ſaved before Abraham's 
Days, or before that Covenant was made with him? 

2. I never ſaid no Infants were included in the Covenant of Grace, 
God made with Abraham,but not as ſuch : No doubt,all Ele& Perſons, both 
Infants and the Adult, were included in the Covenant of Grace, and had or 
ſhall have the Bleflings of Chriſt's Blood and Merits; but the Covenant of 
Grace may be conſidered Two manner of ways, or under a Two-fold 
Conſideration. = 

1//. The inward inviſible Bleflings, Grace, and Privileges of It. 

24, The viſible and outward Adminiſtration, or Privileges thereof. 

1. Now whothey be, that ace comprehended, or included in the inward, 
and inviſible Bleflings, Grace and Privileges of it, are only known to God, 
not to us: But the Goſpel, or Covenant of Grace, as to the outward 
Adminiftration, and Privileges thereof, only belong to fuch who 
know the Lord, or profeſs Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore, all 
that have a Right to Baptiſm, and Goſpel Church Memberſhip , mult 
tirſt be made Diſciples, by being taughtby the Word and Spirit of G4 , and 
{o truly believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the great Commitl- 
ſion of our Saviour, ar. 28.19, 20. and the Practice of Ghriſt himſelf, Fob. 
4. 1, 2- and of his Apoſtles, A#. 2. 37.A#.8.14, &c. 4&. lo. and AF. 16,*c. 

God hath, many ways ( as Dr. Taylor obſerves ) to ſave dying Infants, 
which we know not ; he can: apply the benefit, and merits of Chriſt's 
Blood to them, in ways we are wholly Ignorant of, and ought not to trou- 
ble our Selves with it : Secret Things belong to God, but revealed Things to us, 
and to our Children 

2- But if we did know which Infants would dye , who do belong to the 
Ele&ion of Grace, or are in Covenant with God , yet we ought not co 
Baptize them, becauſe we have no Command from Jeſus Chrift , fo to do ; 
for it was not the Right of Infants to be Circumciled, becauſe they were 
in the Covenant of Grace (tor then all other godly Mens Children, who 
lived in Abrabams Days, would have had the lame Right that Abrabam's 


Children had ; nor was it the Right -- Abraham's Infants (whether _ 
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dered as his natural Seed, or ſpiritual Seed, as fuch) but it was their Right 
Pnly. By that mere expreſs and poſitive Command of God, to Abraham, 
it was , that, I ſay, gave all. his Male Infants a Right 'to Circumci- 
fion, and nothing elſe ; Now Baptiſm is alſo a mere poſitive Precept, as 
Circumcifioh was then, — Therefore none have a Right thereto, butſuch 
whom Chriſt commands to be Baptized, namely Believers; Was Abraham's 
Females, or his Males, under Eight Days old, Circumeifed ? or, Had 
they any Right unto it, tho? they might be in the Covenant of Grace ? 
I11rhly, All thoſe that were in the Coverrant of Grace, God made with 
Abraham, had thereby an undoubted Right to all the Bleflings of the ſaid 
Covenant, and allo had the Privileges, and Bleflings thereof, by the Spi- 
Tit of God Sealed to them, and were made.ſure of eternal Life ; buy all 
thoſe that were in the Covenant of Circumciſion, God made with A4bra- 
ham, or were Circumciſed, had not, thereby, an undoubted Right to all 
the Bleflings of the ſaid Covenant ; nor had they the Privileges, and Bleſ- 
ſings thereof Sealed to them, nor was eternal Life made ſure to them there- 
Yy ; Therefore, the Covenant of Circumciſion was not the Covenant of 
race, nor the Seal thereof. The major is clear from Rom. 4. 16. There- 
fore it is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure to 
all the ſeed. What Seed doth the Apoſtle mean ? certainly all Abraham's Seed, 
that the Covenant of Grace was made with ; and none will deny, but that 
the Promiſe here comprehends all the Bleflings and Privileges of the Cove- 
nant of Grace ; compare this with that in Heb. 6. For, 2yben God made pro- 
mile to Abraham, becauſe he could not ſwear by no greater, he ſwear by himſelf, 
ver. 13. Saying, ſurely bleſmg, I will bleſs thee 5 and multiplying, I will multi- 
ply thee, ver. 14. And ſo after he had patiently endured, he obtamed the promiſe, 
Yer. I5. For men verily ſwear by the greater, and an oath of confirmation, is to © 
them an end of all ſtrife, ver. 16. IWWherein God is willing, more abundantly, to 
ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe, the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an 
oath, ver. 17. The Promiſe here referrs to the Promiſe, or Covenant of 
Grace made with Abraham, and *tis as ſure to all his Seed comprehended 
in that ſame Covenant, as poſlibly can be ; the very Oath of God is ad- 
ded, beſides his faithful Word to confirm it; as to: the minor, {ure none 
can Dream, that Jhmael, or Eſau, or the ungodly Jews that ſprung from 
Jaac's Eoyns, in their Generations, till Chrift came, had undoubted Right 
to, and Intereſt in all the Bleflings and Privileges of 'the Covenant of 
Grace z or eternal Life, made fure to them : do notwe read that fome of 
them were called Son; of Belial? and of ſome of them (our Saviour faith) 
ehey were of their Father, the Devil. 
12thly, All thoſe that were in the Covenant of Grace, God made with 
Abraham, had thereby a ſure and ſtrong Ground of Conſolation, that is, 
Spiritual Conſolation \ Ab many of them thc were comprehended in the Co- 
venantof Circumciſion, had not thereby a ſure and ſtrong Ground of Con- 
Iblation, that is, ſpiritual Conſolation, therefore, the Covenant of © ir- 
: cumciſion, 
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cumciſion, was not the Covenant of Grace y' {ee Heb. 6. 18. That by rwo 
immutable things, in whieh it was impoſſible for God to lye, we might have ſtrange - 
conſolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us; which 
hope we have, as the anchor of the ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth 
into that within the weil, Now certainly, no Man can think, all that the Co- 
venant of Circumciſion did belong unto, had ſuch fure and ſtrong Ground of 
Confolation thereby ; for Jhmael had none, Eſau hatnone, and Multitudes 
more of Abraham's natural Seed, 


APPLICATION. 


Firſt, | May infer from hence , That they who bring Infants of Beli- 
. evers into the Goſpel Covenant, or o_ Church, err exceed- 
ngly, and are ſeverely to be reprehended, there being not the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Ground, for their Practice herein from the Covenant God made 
with Abraham, 

Secondly, Tt alſo appears from hence, That the main Pillar of Infants 
Baptiſm, is rooted up, the Ax is laid to the Root of the Trees, the external 
or natural Off-fpring of Abraham,or by Deſcent from an external Fxdoral,or 
Covenant Relation to him ; or as they are the carnal Off-fpring of Believers. 

Thirdly, From hence alſo 1 inferr, That the Children of Believing Gen- 
tiles, as ſuch, are not the Seed of Abraham, to whom the Covenant of 
Grace was made: Nay, let me tell you, that it appears from hence, That 
the Children of Believing Gentiles as fuch, are neither the natural Seed of 
Abraham, nor his ſpiritual Seed ; which to open yet more filly, let us now 
conſider all the diſtin& Sorts of Abraham's Seed,which,I find,were Fourfold. 

x1. Chriſt, perſonally conſidered to Abraham and his Seed, wasthe Pro- 
miſe made, he faith, Not as of ſeeds as to many, but as of one, and to thy ſeed 
which is Chriſt, Gal. 3- 16. Now as the Promiſe referrs to Chriſt, ſo the 
Infants of believing Gentiles, all will ſay are not Abrahams Seed. 

2, All the Ele, or whole Body of Believers, who have the Faith of 
Abraham, and walk in the Steps of Abraham, theſe are called Abraham's 
Seed : Now none can be ſo blind, as once to fuppoſe, the Children of 
Believing Gentiles as ſuch, are the Seed of Abraham. Can Infants believe 
in God, as Abraham did? or, Can they walk in hisSteps ? or, which is 
more, are their natural Off-fpring as ſuch, of the Ele&ion of Grace ? 
Doth it appear ſo ? or, Doth it not appear, to the contrary ? viz. Do not 
many of their Seed prove wicked and ungodly Perſons, and fo liveand dys ? 
Certainly , were they all as ſuch Elected , they ſhould be all Conver- 
ted, we arechoſen to be Holy, &c. Eph. 14. 4. and if you be Chrift*s, then 
are you Abrahany's Seed and Heirs according to the Promiſe, Gal. 3. 29. | 

3. There was another . e. aNatural Seed of Abraham,to whom the Promiſe 
was made ; and that was I/aac, Gen. 21. 22. but the Children of believing 
Gentiles as ſuch, or as fo conſidered, are not Tac in that reſpe&, they 
cannot be the Seed of Abraham ; Iſaac was begotten of Abraham's nat 
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Joo oo——ting to the Fleſh, and all fpiritual Jazc's are regenerated Per. 
. Gal. 4+. 28. 

4- We read yet of another Natural Seed of Abrabam, to whom the 
' Promiſe of Grace did not belong, as Thmael, and the Sons of Kerurah, Gen. 
35. 5. but as they were the Seed of Abraham, none will fay the Chil- 
dren of beliving Gentiles are the Seed of Abrabam : now I affirm, 
that there is no mention made of any other Seed of Abraham but theſe 
four ſorts, if any man can fhew a fifth fort, let him : from hence I ſhall 
a= draw this Argument, iz. If the Children. of the believing Gen- 

es as ſuch, are not the natural Seed of Abraham, nor the ſpiritual Seed 
of Abraham; then they can have no-Right as ſuch to Baptiſm, nor te 
CoOnmpRpmmnanp by vertue of. being, Abraham's Seed : nor are they any 
ways as fach,concerned in that Covenant-Tranſattion God made with A4bra- 
ham ; but the Children of 'believing Gentiles as fuch are - not the natural 
Seed of Abrahbam,nor the ſpiritual Covenant of Abraham : therefore they can 
have no right as fuch to Baptiſſ,nor.tco Church-Memberſhip,by vertue of 4- 
brabam's Covenant; nor are they any ways concerned in that Covenant- 


Tranfaftion God made with Abraham. 
Obj, The Athenian Society in p. 2. of their Athenian Gazetto affirm, 
that the Children of believing Gentiles are the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, an- 


fil by attual ſi unrepented of, they are otherwiſe. | 
; & oy date I anſwer, ” F have once already) that then ſome of 
che __— Seed of Abraham may eternally periſh 5 for certainly, 
many Chi ofBelievers,who whenthey grow up, proving to be prophane, 
unbelieving and impenitent, Perſons, and fo live anddye, are eternally loſt. 
- z. Which if fo, the Covenant of Grace is not ſo well. ordered in all. 
thy and fare, as we believe it is, and the Scripture-proves it is. 

2. *Tis alfo. ; contrary, $0. what. St:Pau] poſitively affirms in Rom. 
4- 16. therefore it is of Faith, that' it might be by Grace, to the end, the Promiſe 

ipht be fure to all the Seed, not to that which is of the Law, but to that 
which is of the Faith of Abraham, who is the Father of us all. If this be 
well conſider'd, the Plea for our Infants, as ſich, being Abraham's, Seed is 
5y for ever : for | from hence argue again, that all that are in that Go- 


Covenant God made with. Abraham , or are his ſpiritual Seed have 

Promiſe of eternal Life ſure to them ; but all the Seed. of believing 

Gentiles, as ſuch, have not the Promile of eternal Life ſure ts them, there- 

ro S ws Children of believing Gentiles as. fuch, are not the ſpiritual Seed of _ 
am. ; 

. All that are in. the Covenant of Grace, IT mean all the true ſpiri- 
mal Seed of Abraham, have the Faith of Abraham, and. walk in the ſteps. 
of Abrabam,and have alſo. all the-Privileges of the Goſpel Covenant God:made 
with him; but fo. have not the natural Seed of believing Gentiles as fuch,. 
nor are they by Birth, . e. by being born of believing Parents in a better 
Condition than others. as ſuch, being all being born. in fin, and in. the Co- > 
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venant of Works : indeed if Believers Children as ſuch, were ur Cove- 
nant as ſoon as begotten or born, then they are born in the Covenant of 
Grace; and if ſo, not the Children of Wrath by Nature, and if in the 
Covenant of Grace, then their State is good enough without Baptilm ; 
nor doth Baptiſm bring them into it, and if they ſay as ſome do, the 
Children are brought into the Covenant of Grace by Baptiſm, and fo 
made the Children of God, Members of Chriſt, and Inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, then it follows, they had it not by vertue of be- 
ing in Covenant with their Parents ; and then alfo it would follow, that 
*ris in the power of Men and Women to bring their Children inte the Co- 
venant of Grace, or keep them out of it ; and fo through Negligence 
or Ignorance, the Parents may damn their Children ; and others have 
power to fave theirs, by getting a Miniſter to Baptiſe them. 

But if they do not 7 Boanr their Seed as ſuch, are indeed, truly and 
really in the Covenant of Grace, what ſignifies that which: they. call the 
Covenant, to whom. the Blefling of the Covenant do-not belong ? and if 
it ſeals not the Bleflings of the Coyenant, what doeth it ſeal, or what 
ipiritual Advantage do their Children receive thereby ? Either they have 
the internal Bleflings or Privileges ſealed to them, or elſe the external. 
Privileges thereof, or none at all : now I cart believe they jadge they have 
right (as ſuch) to the inte3nal <9, Janes Privileges,fer then hay muſt all 
be ſaved ; unleſs thoſe to whom the Promiſe is fure, ( it being confirmed 
by the Oath of God ) may eternally periſh; | know they whom I have 
to do with, are averſe tg the Doarine- of falling from Grace. Andif it 
Kals the External Priviſeges of the Covenant to them, why are they de- 
nyed thoſe Privileges? Is not Breeking of Bread, and b-Fillewyoig, 
the chief external Privileges of the Goſpel-Church 2 We know as to bear- 
ing the Word, Prayers of 'the Church, our Children enjoy thoſe Privileges: 
a5 far forth, as theirs ; beſides, if they be not abſolutely: in the. CO. 
bee only conditionally 5. e. if they beheve they ſhall, &'c. even what isthat: 
more than what the Children of Unbelievers have? ſhall not they, be received! 
into the Covenant alſo; if they believe , and cloſe in. with Chriſt ? 

_ I cannet learn, that. they can inform us of: any: Benefit thieir Children» 
above ours have, who are not baptiſed, (or other. Mers) by their Baptiſm ;: 

or as they are their Seed as ſuch; tho?” tis evident Abrabam's natural Seed had 

a Right to many external Privileges under that Dilpenſation as ſuch; bur- 

T ſhall now proceed to anſwer ſome grand Obje&ion made againſt wht: 

FE have faid. | | 

Obj.. 1.. The frſ# is: this, viz. There is an exadt Parallel or Parity betwixt- 
Circumciſion and Baptiſm ; therefore as Fewiſh Infants were circumciſed ,, ſp 
the Children of Chreffian Gemiles may be baptiſed; thus they: argue: 

Anſ. T muſt deny that there is ſach a Parity, or clear Parallel, - as> : 
they intimate berween Circumciſion and' Baptiſm ; but-if chere: were, \ 
yet the Argument. is good for nothing :. but to prove the. firlt,. ;. «- ahd? 
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that there is no ſuch Parity, but in moſt things a Diſparity, will now 
clearly be evinced. 

1. Circumciſion was a ſhadow of Chriſt to come, by whom we receive 
the great Antitype ofCircumciſion, z.e, the Circumciſion of the heart,Col. 2.12, 
23. Baptiſm is afignthat Chriſt is already come ; d:ad, buryd, and rais'd again. 

2. Circumciſion was a ſign of the Covenant with Abraham's natural 
Seed, above all other Nations, and a Token to them of many external 
Bleflings and Privileges : Baptiſm is a fign of the inward and peculiar Gra- 
ces of the Spirit the Perſon baptized hath received, if a true Subje& of 
that Holy Ordinance. 

3. Circumciſion only belonged to Abrahams Male Children : Baptiſm be- 
longs to all that believe truly in Chrift, both Males and Females, who are all 
one in Chriſt Jeſus,no difference in that reſpe&, under the Goſpel-Covenant. 

4. Circumciſion belongeth neither to no Male Children, but thoſe born in 
Abrabams Houſe,or ſuch who were bought with his Money,ec. it did not be- 
long to any ether godly Man's Male Children that lived in his days, unleſs 
they joyned themſelves to his Family ; but Bapti/-z belongs to all the Diſciples 
-of Chrift, or to all true Believers in all Nations, Jar. 28. 19. 20. 

F- Circumciſion was to be done preciſely on the Eighth Day, not before 
wt But Bapriſm 1s tobe done at any time, and is not limited to any 
| ay. 

O'S: Circianciſſon made a 'viſibleTmprefſion -on the Body, which the Party 
i perceive when he came to Age of Underſtanding. Baptiſm leaves 
no Impreflion on the Body. 

7. Circumciſion ſignified the taking _ the ſins of the Fleſh, ( or the 
Circumciſion of the Heart ) Baptiſm ſigns es the Death, Burial and Reſur- 
re&zon of Chriſt, which Circumcifion did nor. 

What Parity or Parallel there is between them, I know not, unleſs they 
Hay that Circumciſion was the initiating Rite under the Law, and Baptiſm 
is the initiating Rite under the Goſpel ; to which I anſwer, if this ſhould be 
granted, yet it did not iiriate any but Mz: Children ; the Females were 
mntiated without it, and by the fame Parity of Reaſon, as Dr. Taylor obſerves, 
noFemale Infant ſhould be Larkized becauls none but Maleswere Circumciſed, 

If they fay there is another Parity, viz. none were to eat the Paſſover, but 
thoſe who were Circumciſed 5 ſo none are to partake of the. Lord*s Supper, 
but ſuch who are fir baptized ( we are all baptized into one Body, ) yet 1 
muſt tell chem, all choſe who are Circumciſed, had'a Right to eat the Paſ- 

 ſower, and why do they not then follow the Paralell and give their Children 
the Lord's Supper ? as indeed, the Firſt Ancient Fathers did (in the declining 
State of the Church) for matiy Years,they gave Children the Lord*s Supper, 
abuſing that Text, in the caſe of Baptiſm, oh. 3. 5. Unleſs a an be Korn a- 
gain of Water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heawes : 
They taking Water there, to be meant of Bapriſmal Water, and thought Bap- 


A, 


 _ tim, did regenerate the Children, and waſh away Original Sin ; and ac- 


cordingl 
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cordingly, they abuſed (and miſtook) that Text, in Foh. 6. 53. Unleſs y 
eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink bis blood, ye have no life in you 5 and 
from hence ?twas, they gave Infants the Lord's Supper, thinking (as the Pa- 
piſts do) that our Saviour intended the Sacrament of the Supper. I need. 
ed not have repeated theſe Things, and that which follows, but that Mr.Rorh- 
well of Suſſex, in his late Treatiſe, ſtill inſiſts on this Argument : you have 
the ſame in my Anſwer to Mr. Burket, To this I might add a word or two 
of a Reverend and: Learned Perſon of our Perſwaſion in this Matter, © They 


_ © ſuppoſe Baptiſm came in, or ſucceeded in the place, or room of Cir- 


* cumciſion 3 which may ( /airh he ) be underſtood many ways, as 

© Firſt, That thoſe Perſons may be Baptized, that were heretofore Cir- 
© cumciſed by God's Appointment : And, in this fence, the Argument muſt 
© proceed, if it conclude, to the purpoſe ; but in this ſence it is falſe, for 
© Females were not Circumciſed, which yet were Baptized, A#, 8. 12, 13, 
© 14. and chap. 16. 14, If. and Believers out of Abrabam's Houſe, as Lot, 
* Melchiſedec, Fob, were not to bs Circumciſed, but believing Gentiles are- 
© univerſally to be Baptized. 

* 2. ( Saith he) It may be underſtood, as if the Rite of Baptiſm then 
© began, when the Rite of Circumciſion did, or was to end ; but this is 
* not to be ſaid neither ; for Fohn Baptiſt, and Chriſt's Diſciples, Baptized 
© before Circumciſion, of Right, ceaſed, Fo ? gt iT 
_ © 3. He Anfwers, That of Baptiſm, fucceeding in the Place of Cir- 
* cumciſion in Signification ; which, as we have ſhewed inſeveral ReſpeRs, 
* it doth not. - | oY | 

But Secondly, (as I faid) if there were ſuch a: Parity, or Paralell, be- 
tween Circumciſion and Baptiſm, as they intimate, yet it would not do 
their Buſineſs ; but thus to argue, as the ſaid learned Writer obſerves,may be 
very pernitious. 

© For, ( /aith he ) indeed if this Argument be not warily , and reſftrain- 
* edly underſtood, a» Egg i: laid, ont of which manifeſt 7udaiſm, may be. 
© harched ; but if it be taken reftrainedly, it no more follows thence ; but 
© Baptiſm and Circumciſion , in ſome things, hold forth the ſame, which 
*is more plainly ſaid of Nea#'s Ark, 1. Per. 3. 22. and the Red'Sea, and 
© Cloud, r. Cor. x0. 4. and yet w2 do not ſay, Baptiſm ſucceeded into 
* their Place ; much leſs do we interr any Rite to be inſtituted in their Stead, 
© reſpecting the ſame Perſon ; yea verily, it is to be ſeriouſly thought on. 

* r. That by ſach Arguments, drawn from Analegies, not conceived 
* by the Holy Ghoſt, but drawn out of our Wit ; a new kind of inſtituting. 
* Retes, (to wit from Anal:gies,) are brought in ; beſides, our Lord's Pre. 
* cepts, and the Apoſtles Examples. | 

* 2. This being once ſaid, by a like Parity of Reaſon and Arguing, it: 
* will be lawful ta bring into the Church , under other Names and Forms, 
© the whole Burthen of Fewijh Rires 5 yea, almoſt ont of what you will, te- 
* conclude what you will ; tor, Who ſhall put a Bound to Men's feigning 
* Analogies, when they go beyond the Lord's Precepts, and the Apoſtles Ex. 
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